
1. SUNDAY, OCTOBER 27 IS CONSECRATION SUNDAY AT 
DECATUR FIRST. We’ll gather for one, unified worship service in 
the Sanctuary at 11am (no 8:45 or 9:45 services that week); our 
preacher is retired District Superintendent of the Rome-Carrollton 
District, Reverend Dr. David Naglee. He also served as Pastor here 
at Decatur First from 2003-2013. At the end of the service, we will 
distribute Estimate of Giving cards for you to fill out and bring to 
the altar. Please prayerfully consider what your gift will be in  
2020. After worship on October 27, we’ll have a free catered  
lunch in the Fellowship Hall. If you have not yet made a  
reservation for the luncheon, you can do so by emailing  
Bethany Eyrich at beyrich@decaturfirst.org.

2. NEED A GOOD READ OR NEW STUDY BOOK? Browse our new 
Small Group Resource Collection of curated Wesleyan-based books, 
study guides and DVDs. Created to foster our spiritual formation and 
discipleship, the collection is available for individual or group use and 
operates as a library resource with check-out privileges. Preview the 
online catalog at decaturfirst.org/small-group-resources. You can 
find the permanent collection in the Church Library (#F-1, first floor), 
available before or after Sunday School on Sundays and on Wednesday 
evenings. Or, check out the rotating collection of resources available 
most Sundays in the Reception area.  For more, email the Grow Team 
at grow@decaturfirst.org.

3. BIBLES AND HYMNALS. The words in the Bible can change your life. 
To help you read the Bible, there are both regular print (the red one) 
and large print (the blue one) Bibles in the pews. You are invited to 
follow along with this morning's scripture in these Bibles. If you do not 
have a Bible, or if you need a new one, please feel free to take that Bible 
with you after the service and keep it as a gift. Additionally, if you need 
a large print hymnal, please ask one of the hosts for one.

4. LOVE GROWS HERE AUCTION • THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 7  
6:30PM • COURTYARD MARRIOTT (DOWNTOWN DECATUR) This 
adults only event features live music, food and drinks, and lots of great 
items up for auction, including vacation homes, sports tickets, and  
plenty of great Christmas gift items. The auction will benefit the  
scholarship funds for both the CMO and Preschool. We hope you will 
join us for this fun night. Purchase tickets at decaturfirst.org/auction.

5. ALL GOBLINS, PRINCESSES, AND SUPERHEROES are invited  
to our Halloween costume blessing on Wednesday, October 30  
from 6:00-6:15pm. Join us in between dinner and choirs for a brief  
procession with treats. Bring or wear your costume to be blessed!

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS ARE NOW MONDAY-THURSDAY FROM 
8:00AM-4:00PM AND FRIDAY FROM 8:00AM-1:00PM.
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THINGS TO KNOW THIS WEEK

OTHER NEWS
• TRUNK OR TREAT is Sunday, October 27 at 5pm at North Decatur. 

Please sign up for a trunk spot. We are partnering with North Decatur 
UMC. There will be a free (donations gladly accepted!) hotdog dinner, 
bounce house, and puppet shows. Email brittany@ndumc.org to 
reserve your car's spot.

• HOSPICE PROGRAM • WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 6 • 6PM. 
November is National Hospice and Palliative Care Month. Join 
DFUMC member Jeff Lemoine for a presentation on how hospice 
works and how it can help people focus on living life to the fullest. 
For information email Jeff at jlemoine@pruitthealth.com.

• THE GREATER DECATUR CHURCHES HAVE TEAMED UP FOR  
A PUMPKIN PATCH on North Decatur UMC’s lawn. This year  
the sales benefit New American Pathways in their work to  
support refugees in our community. Your help is needed to cover 
daily 2-hour sales shifts thru October 31. Sign-up online at bit.ly/  
DecaturPumpkins or reach out to Alina Crews at alina@ndumc.org.

• CLUSTER CHARGE CONFERENCE | SUNDAY, OCTOBER 27 
5pm at Kelley Chapel UMC

FOR MORE INFORMATION
REV. DALTON RUSHING, SENIOR PASTOR 
drushing@decaturfirst.org

REV. JOYA ABRAMS, ASSOCIATE PASTOR 
jabrams@decaturfirst.org

JANA CLACK, CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR 
jclack@decaturfirst.org

JOHN COWDEN, MUSIC 
jcowden@decaturfirst.org

CATHERINE BREED, CHILDREN 
cbreed@decaturfirst.org

TAYLOR KAISER, YOUTH 
tkaiser@decaturfirst.org

For more information, visit our website decaturfirst.org or 
sign-up for our email list: decaturfirst.org/email-sign-up

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 13 • CONTRIBUTIONS & ATTENDANCE
ATTENDANCE 8:45AM • 71 9:45AM • 42 11:00AM • 206
TOTAL CONTRIBUTIONS $14,552
YTD CONTRIBUTIONS $1,112,379

3 O O  E A S T  P O N C E  D E  L E O N  AV E ,  D E C AT U R ,  G A  30030 •  404.378.4541 •  D E C AT U R F I R S T. O R G

TO DECATUR FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

welcome
OCTOBER 20, 2019 • 11:00AM 

NINTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

CAFÉ DECATUR. Fellowship and delicious food available  
every Wednesday from 5:00-6:30pm in the Fellowship Hall.  

COST: $7/person ($25 max/family
OCTOBER 23: bourbon street chicken with red beans and rice, fried 
okra, rolls, dessert; chicken fingers, mac ‘n cheese available for kids

For more info, visit decaturfirst.org/cafe-decatur.



G AT H E R I N G

PRELUDE       James Pinder

WELCOME & THE RITUAL OF FELLOWSHIP Rev. Dalton Rushing

INTROIT     All Hail the Power of Jesus' Name | J. Ellor Chancel Choir

*CALL TO WORSHIP  John Cowden

LEADER  The Lord be with you. 

PEOPLE  And also with you. 

LEADER  Open my lips, O Lord. 

PEOPLE  And my mouth will declare your praise.

*HYMN NO. 62  All Creatures of Our God and King

PASTORAL PRAYER  Rev. Joya Abrams

THE LORD'S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  

Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in 

heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us 

our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against 

us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 

glory, forever. Amen.

H E A R I N G  T H E  W O R D

SCRIPTURE    Psalm 19:1, 8-10 Laura Baker 

 Red Pew Bible p. 423  Blue Pew Bible p. 677

LEADER: The Word of God for the people of God. 

PEOPLE: Thanks be to God.

ANTHEM  Chancel Choir 

 The Heavens are Telling (from Creation) | F. J. Haydn

The heavens are telling the glory of God, 

The wonders of his work displays the firmament; 

Today that is coming speaks it the day, 

The night that is gone to following night. 

In every land [In all the land] resounds the word, 

never unperceived, ever understood.

SCRIPTURE    Jeremiah 29:1, 4-7 Laura Baker 

 Red Pew Bible p. 601  Blue Pew Bible p. 956

LEADER: The Word of God for the people of God. 

PEOPLE: Thanks be to God.

CHILDREN'S CHAPEL

Children are invited to a children’s chapel service during the  

sermon. They will go to room 307 for age-appropriate songs,  

Bible stories and prayers. It is especially designed for children 

four years old through 2nd grade (younger children are  

welcome if accompanied by an adult). They will return to  

the sanctuary for the latter part of the service.

SERMON  Rev. Dalton Rushing

R E S P O N D I N G  TO  T H E  W O R D
*HYMN NO. 97  For the Fruits of This Creation

*THE PASSING OF THE PEACE

LEADER  The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

PEOPLE  And also with you.

OFFERTORY PRAYER  Whitney Hair

For the blessings of this and all our days, we thank you,  

gracious God. Accept, we pray, not just these tithes and 

offerings, but also our lives freely offered in gratitude for all 

you have done for us. Use them, in this place and wherever 

you might take us. Amen.

OFFERING  Hosanna Choir 

 I Sing a Song of the Saints | J. Hopkins

I sing a song of the saints of God, patient and brave and true; 

who toiled and fought and lived and died for the Lord that they 

loved and knew. And one was a doctor, one was a queen, one 

was a shepherdess on the green; yet, all of them saints of God 

and I mean “God, help me to be one too!” They loved their Lord 

so dear, so dear, His love would make them strong; they  

followed the right for Jesus’ sake The whole of their good lives 

long. And one was a soldier, one was a priest, one was slain by 

a fierce, wild beast; there’s no reason, none in the least, why I 

shouldn’t be one too! They lived not only in ages past, hundreds 

and thousands still; the world’s still bright with joyous saints 

who love to do His will. We meet them in school and in lanes at 

sea, here at church, in trains, in shops having tea; the saints of 

God are just like you and me and I want to be one too!

*DOXOLOGY NO. 95  Old 100th Alt 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  

Praise God, all creatures here below; 

Praise God above, ye heavenly host;  

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  Whitney Hair

We are not alone, we live in God’s world. 

We believe in God: 

    who has created and is creating, 

    who has come in Jesus, the Word made flesh, 

      to reconcile and make new, 

    who works in us and others by the Spirit. 

We trust in God. 

We are called to be the church: 

    to celebrate God’s presence, 

    to live with respect in creation, 

    to love and serve others, 

    to seek justice and resist evil 

    to proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen, 

      our judge and our hope. 

In life, in death, in life beyond death, 

    God is with us. 

We are not alone. 

Thanks be to God. Amen.

G O I N G  O U T  TO  S E R V E
*HYMN NO. 77  How Great Thou Art

*BENEDICTION  Rev. Dalton Rushing

*GREETING

POSTLUDE  James Pinder

*Please stand as you are able.

The flowers represent the Resurrection of Christ and are  

placed in the Narthex to the glory of God and in loving  

memory of Dan and Annie Laurie Landers by the family.

WELCOME TO DECATUR FIRST
No matter who you are, where you have been, what you have 
been up to or who you love, you are loved and welcome here.
RESTROOMS 
Restrooms are located down the steps behind the sanctuary or in 
front of the sanctuary in the main hallway. A water fountain and 
family restroom are located on that hallway, as well.

CHILDREN IN WORSHIP 
Children of all ages are welcome in worship! Some parents prefer 
to keep their kids with them in the sanctuary, while others prefer 
to use the church nursery for infants up to age 4. Either way is 
fine! The nursery is open from 8:30am-12:15pm on the first floor 
of the main building. In the gathering area behind the sanctuary, 
you'll find a children's worship station with toys and crayons to 
occupy little hands. Please return all items to their designated 
spots following the service so they will be available next Sunday.

BIBLES AND HYMNALS 
The Bible can change your life. To help you read it, there are both 
regular print (the red one) and large print (the blue one) Bibles in the 
pews. Follow along as we read in worship this morning, and if you 
need a Bible,  take one home with you after the service as our gift to 
you.  We also have large-print hymnals available, just ask a host.  

WAYS TO GIVE 
Giving to Christ through the church can be a sacrifice, but it 
shouldn’t be complicated. You can drop your cash or check in the 
offering plate during worship, or give online by credit/debit card 
at decaturfirst.org/give-online or make a gift by texting DECATUR 
+ amount (example Decatur $100) to 73256.

PRAYER 
Prayer changes things. If you are looking for prayer support, you 
can complete a purple prayer card and place it in the offering 
plate or email pray@decaturfirst.org.

PASTOR ON CALL 
Emergencies rarely cooperate with office hours. If you have a 
pastoral emergency such as a death or hospitalization when the 
church is closed, call 678-661-9425 to reach a pastor.

PARKING 
If you have trouble finding a spot in our parking lot, you can  
park at the Wells Fargo Deck right across the street while you  
are worshiping at Decatur First. Just save your parking stub  
and ask for a parking voucher from a greeter or usher.

NOTES



CAFÉ DECATUR. Fellowship and delicious food available  
every Wednesday from 5:00-6:30pm in the Fellowship Hall.  

COST: $7/person ($25 max/family
OCTOBER 23: bourbon street chicken with red beans and rice, fried 
okra, rolls, dessert; chicken fingers, mac ‘n cheese available for kids

For more info, visit decaturfirst.org/cafe-decatur.

OTHER NEWS
• TRUNK OR TREAT is Sunday, October 27 at 5pm at North Decatur. 

Please sign up for a trunk spot. We are partnering with North Decatur 
UMC. There will be a free (donations gladly accepted!) hotdog dinner, 
bounce house, and puppet shows. Email brittany@ndumc.org to 
reserve your car's spot.

• HOSPICE PROGRAM • WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 6 • 6PM. 
November is National Hospice and Palliative Care Month. Join 
DFUMC member Jeff Lemoine for a presentation on how hospice 
works and how it can help people focus on living life to the fullest. 
For information email Jeff at jlemoine@pruitthealth.com.

• THE GREATER DECATUR CHURCHES HAVE TEAMED UP FOR  
A PUMPKIN PATCH on North Decatur UMC’s lawn. This year  
the sales benefit New American Pathways in their work to  
support refugees in our community. Your help is needed to cover 
daily 2-hour sales shifts thru October 31. Sign-up online at bit.ly/  
DecaturPumpkins or reach out to Alina Crews at alina@ndumc.org.

• CLUSTER CHARGE CONFERENCE | SUNDAY, OCTOBER 27 
5pm at Kelley Chapel UMC

FOR MORE INFORMATION
REV. DALTON RUSHING, SENIOR PASTOR 
drushing@decaturfirst.org

REV. JOYA ABRAMS, ASSOCIATE PASTOR 
jabrams@decaturfirst.org

JANA CLACK, CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR 
jclack@decaturfirst.org

JOHN COWDEN, MUSIC 
jcowden@decaturfirst.org

CATHERINE BREED, CHILDREN 
cbreed@decaturfirst.org

TAYLOR KAISER, YOUTH 
tkaiser@decaturfirst.org

For more information, visit our website decaturfirst.org or 
sign-up for our email list: decaturfirst.org/email-sign-up

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 13 • CONTRIBUTIONS & ATTENDANCE
ATTENDANCE 8:45AM • 71 9:45AM • 42 11:00AM • 206
TOTAL CONTRIBUTIONS $14,552
YTD CONTRIBUTIONS $1,112,379

1. SUNDAY, OCTOBER 27 IS CONSECRATION SUNDAY AT 
DECATUR FIRST. We’ll gather for one, unified worship service in 
the Sanctuary at 11am (no 8:45 or 9:45 services that week); our 
preacher is retired District Superintendent of the Rome-Carrollton 
District, Reverend Dr. David Naglee. He also served as Pastor here 
at Decatur First from 2003-2013. At the end of the service, we will 
distribute Estimate of Giving cards for you to fill out and bring to 
the altar. Please prayerfully consider what your gift will be in  
2020. After worship on October 27, we’ll have a free catered  
lunch in the Fellowship Hall. If you have not yet made a  
reservation for the luncheon, you can do so by emailing  
Bethany Eyrich at beyrich@decaturfirst.org.

2. NEED A GOOD READ OR NEW STUDY BOOK? Browse our new 
Small Group Resource Collection of curated Wesleyan-based books, 
study guides and DVDs. Created to foster our spiritual formation and 
discipleship, the collection is available for individual or group use and 
operates as a library resource with check-out privileges. Preview the 
online catalog at decaturfirst.org/small-group-resources. You can 
find the permanent collection in the Church Library (#F-1, first floor), 
available before or after Sunday School on Sundays and on Wednesday 
evenings. Or, check out the rotating collection of resources available 
most Sundays in the Reception area.  For more, email the Grow Team 
at grow@decaturfirst.org.

3. BIBLES AND HYMNALS. The words in the Bible can change your life. 
To help you read the Bible, there are both regular print (the red one) 
and large print (the blue one) Bibles in the pews. You are invited to 
follow along with this morning's scripture in these Bibles. If you do not 
have a Bible, or if you need a new one, please feel free to take that Bible 
with you after the service and keep it as a gift. Additionally, if you need 
a large print hymnal, please ask one of the hosts for one.

4. LOVE GROWS HERE AUCTION • THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 7  
6:30PM • COURTYARD MARRIOTT (DOWNTOWN DECATUR) This 
adults only event features live music, food and drinks, and lots of great 
items up for auction, including vacation homes, sports tickets, and  
plenty of great Christmas gift items. The auction will benefit the  
scholarship funds for both the CMO and Preschool. We hope you will 
join us for this fun night. Purchase tickets at decaturfirst.org/auction.

5. ALL GOBLINS, PRINCESSES, AND SUPERHEROES are invited  
to our Halloween costume blessing on Wednesday, October 30  
from 6:00-6:15pm. Join us in between dinner and choirs for a brief  
procession with treats. Bring or wear your costume to be blessed!

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS ARE NOW MONDAY-THURSDAY FROM 
8:00AM-4:00PM AND FRIDAY FROM 8:00AM-1:00PM.

Top5
THINGS TO KNOW THIS WEEK

3 O O  E A S T  P O N C E  D E  L E O N  AV E ,  D E C AT U R ,  G A  30030 •  404.378.4541 •  D E C AT U R F I R S T. O R G

TO DECATUR FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

welcome
OCTOBER 20, 2019 • 8:45AM 

NINTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST



G AT H E R I N G
WELCOME & THE RITUAL OF FELLOWSHIP Rev. Dalton Rushing

PRELUDE      Finlandia | J. Sibelius Neil Thompson

*CALL TO WORSHIP  John Cowden

LEADER  The Lord be with you. 

PEOPLE  And also with you. 

LEADER  Open my lips, O Lord. 

PEOPLE  And my mouth will declare your praise.

*HYMN NO. 62  All Creatures of Our God and King

PASTORAL PRAYER  Rev. Joya Abrams

H E A R I N G  T H E  W O R D
SCRIPTURE    Psalm 19:1, 8-10 Anne Evans 

 Red Pew Bible p. 423  Blue Pew Bible p. 677

LEADER: The Word of God for the people of God. 

PEOPLE: Thanks be to God.

SCRIPTURE    Jeremiah 29:1, 4-7 Dalton Rushing 

 Red Pew Bible p. 601  Blue Pew Bible p. 956

LEADER: The Word of God for the people of God. 

PEOPLE: Thanks be to God.

SERMON  Rev. Dalton Rushing

R E S P O N D I N G  TO  T H E  W O R D
*HYMN NO. 97  For the Fruits of This Creation

OFFERTORY PRAYER  Rev. Joya Abrams

For the blessings of this and all our days, we thank you,  

gracious God. Accept, we pray, not just these tithes and 

offerings, but also our lives freely offered in gratitude for all 

you have done for us. Use them, in this place and wherever 

you might take us. Amen.

OFFERING  Neil Thompson

*DOXOLOGY NO. 95  Old 100th Alt 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  

Praise God, all creatures here below; 

Praise God above, ye heavenly host;  

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.

CONFESSION AND PARDON Rev. Joya Abrams

Holy God, Creator of all that is, Donor of Grace, and Giver 

of Life: Hear our prayer. There are chasms in our lives, deep 

valleys that separate us from one another and from You. We 

confess that we have allowed those rifts to grow, for fear 

of admitting our part in the separation, for fear of being 

rejected when we reach out. You call us to a reconciled life, 

to healed relationships, to a wholeness with each other and 

with You. Mend us, we pray, and make us new creations 

through the power and love of Christ, in whose name we 

pray. Amen.

LEADER  Hear the Good News. In the name of Jesus  

                   Christ, you are forgiven. 

PEOPLE  In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven. 

ALL           Glory to God!  Amen.

*THE PASSING OF THE PEACE

LEADER  The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

PEOPLE  And also with you.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them up to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

The pastor continues ... 

And so, with your people on earth and all the company in heaven 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven  

and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

The pastor continues ... 

And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus 

Christ, we offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving 

        as a holy and living sacrifice, 

        in union with Christ’s offering for us, 

as we proclaim the mystery of the faith.

Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again.

The pastor continues ... 

All honor and glory is yours, almighty God, now and forever. 

Amen.

THE LORD'S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  

Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in 

heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us 

our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against 

us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 

glory, forever. Amen.

SHARING OF THE BREAD AND CUP

Communion is open to everyone, no exceptions. 

All communion bread is gluten, egg, nut and dairy free. 

SERVERS: Rev. Dalton Rushing, Rev. Joya Abrams,  

Lynne and Dennis Coughlin

PRAYER AFTER RECEIVING

Eternal God, we give you thanks for this holy mystery in 

which you have given yourself to us. Grant that we may go 

into the world in the strength of your spirit to give ourselves 

for others. In the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen.

G O I N G  O U T  TO  S E R V E
*HYMN NO. 77  How Great Thou Art

*BENEDICTION  Rev. Dalton Rushing

*GREETING

POSTLUDE Rejoice in God's Saints | W. Croft Neil Thompson

*Please stand as you are able.

The flowers represent the Resurrection of Christ and are  

placed in the Narthex to the glory of God and in loving  

memory of Dan and Annie Laurie Landers by the family.

WELCOME TO DECATUR FIRST
No matter who you are, where you have been, what you have 
been up to or who you love, you are loved and welcome here.
RESTROOMS 
Restrooms are located down the steps behind the sanctuary or in 
front of the sanctuary in the main hallway. A water fountain and 
family restroom are located on that hallway, as well.

CHILDREN IN WORSHIP 
Children of all ages are welcome in worship! Some parents prefer 
to keep their kids with them in the sanctuary, while others prefer 
to use the church nursery for infants up to age 4. Either way is 
fine! The nursery is open from 8:30am-12:15pm on the first floor 
of the main building. In the gathering area behind the sanctuary, 
you'll find a children's worship station with toys and crayons to 
occupy little hands. Please return all items to their designated 
spots following the service so they will be available next Sunday.

BIBLES AND HYMNALS 
The Bible can change your life. To help you read it, there are both 
regular print (the red one) and large print (the blue one) Bibles in the 
pews. Follow along as we read in worship this morning, and if you 
need a Bible,  take one home with you after the service as our gift to 
you.  We also have large-print hymnals available, just ask a host.  

WAYS TO GIVE 
Giving to Christ through the church can be a sacrifice, but it 
shouldn’t be complicated. You can drop your cash or check in the 
offering plate during worship, or give online by credit/debit card 
at decaturfirst.org/give-online or make a gift by texting DECATUR 
+ amount (example Decatur $100) to 73256.

PRAYER 
Prayer changes things. If you are looking for prayer support, you 
can complete a purple prayer card and place it in the offering 
plate or email pray@decaturfirst.org.

PASTOR ON CALL 
Emergencies rarely cooperate with office hours. If you have a 
pastoral emergency such as a death or hospitalization when the 
church is closed, call 678-661-9425 to reach a pastor.

PARKING 
If you have trouble finding a spot in our parking lot, you can  
park at the Wells Fargo Deck right across the street while you  
are worshiping at Decatur First. Just save your parking stub  
and ask for a parking voucher from a greeter or usher.

NOTES


