
TO DECATUR FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
welcome

OCTOBER 21, 2018 • 11:00AM

3 O O  E A S T  P O N C E  D E  L E O N  AV E ,  D E C AT U R ,  G A  30030 •  404.378.4541 •  D E C AT U R F I R S T. O R G

OTHER NEWS
• HONDURAS MISSION TRIP INFORMATION SESSION TODAY 

after worship in Room 209. DATES: FEB 9-16, 2019 Email  
Barbara McCullough for info: barbaramccullough@me.com

• TRAIL MIX (4TH & 5TH GRADE) SATURDAY, NOV 3 | 10AM-NOON 
Join us for a trip to Decatur Glass Blowing. COST: $20. RSVP by 
Saturday, October 27: mglee@decaturfirst.org

• TOY TEAM. Provide items for children and senior citizens for  
Christmas. For information or to sign-up: decaturfirst.org/missions

• THE MASTER PLAN TEAM has scheduled several small group 
discussions over the course of October and November to update 
the congregation on where we are in the process. A summary  
of the discussion points and timeline is posted to our website: 
decaturfirst.org/master-plan-2018. The next informational  
session is Wednesday, November 7 at 5:30pm in Room F-1.

• CHILDREN'S MUSICAL, THE GRUNCH is Wednesday, November 
14 at 6:30pm at Café Decatur.

• CLUSTER CHARGE CONFERENCE | SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 4 
5pm at Wesley Chapel UMC

FOR MORE INFORMATION
REV. DALTON RUSHING, SENIOR PASTOR 
drushing@decaturfirst.org

REV. JOYA ABRAMS, ASSOCIATE PASTOR 
jabrams@decaturfirst.org

JOHN COWDEN, MUSIC 
jcowden@decaturfirst.org

REV. MARY GENE LEE, CHILDREN (INTERIM) 
mglee@decaturfirst.org

TAYLOR KAISER, YOUTH 
tkaiser@decaturfirst.org

For more information, visit our website decaturfirst.org or 
sign-up for our email list: decaturfirst.org/email-sign-up

CONTRIBUTIONS & ATTENDANCE

OCTOBER 14, 2018 8:45AM 11:00AM 11:15AM

ATTENDANCE 92 283 55

TOTAL CONTRIBUTIONS $32,913

YTD CONTRIBUTIONS $1,025,207

1. UNITY CONCERT TONIGHT. The music ministry presents the Youth 
Choir, Chancel Choir and Lady Jackie Key and friends in a concert of 
unity tonight at 5pm in the sanctuary. The program suggests that 
in order to solve our most pressing problems, the human race must 
unite not just with people immediately around us who look and 
think like us, but with everyone. Admission is free and childcare is 
provided. Donations will support breast cancer research.

2. CONSECRATION SUNDAY IS OCTOBER 28, a day we celebrate 
what God is doing at DFUMC and consecrate our estimates of 
giving for 2019. We will have our regular worship schedule. If you 
didn't receive a Celebration Luncheon Reservation Card, please 
see an usher.

3. HOSPICE PROGRAM ON OCTOBER 24 AT 6PM. November is 
National Hospice and Palliative Care Month. Join DFUMC member 
Jeff Lemoine for a presentation on how hospice works and how it 
can help people focus on living life to the fullest. For information 
email Jeff: jlemoine@pruitthealth.com

4. PERSPECTIVES ON MARRIAGE AND SEXUALITY IN THE UMC 
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 7 | 6PM - The United Methodist Church 
is preparing for a special session of the General Conference in  
February 2019. If you are curious to hear the Biblical and  
theological basis for these varied perspectives, plan to attend  
Rev. Dr. Kendall Soulen's presentation.

5. FOOD BOXES. Over the holidays Decatur First will provide food 
boxes for children at local schools who experience food insecurity. 
Volunteers needed to pack boxes for Avondale Elementary  
(20 boxes) and Decatur Education Foundation (20 boxes) for  
Thanksgiving week. Boxes and grocery lists available Sunday,  
November 4 (in the back of the sanctuary). Return filled boxes 
November 11. Email Amy Jackson to reserve a box in advance: 
amycrowderjackson@gmail.com

Top5
THINGS TO KNOW THIS WEEK

CAFÉ DECATUR | WEDNESDAYS | 5:00-6:30PM 
FELLOWSHIP HALL | COST: $6/person 

OCTOBER 24 MENU—ADULTS: spaghetti and meatballs, salad, 
garlic bread, cake KIDS: chicken fingers, salad, garlic bread, cake

OCTOBER 31 - NO CAFÉ DECATUR – HALLOWEEN



GATHERING
PRELUDE  Neil Thompson 
 How Beautiful Are the Feet of Them | G.F. Handel

WELCOME & THE RITUAL OF FELLOWSHIP Rev. Dalton Rushing
During the announcements all children are invited to meet in 
the back of the sanctuary to lead a simple procession and call 
to worship. They will return to their seats shortly after. After the 
Children's Moment, children are invited to meet Ms. Emily at the 
front of the sanctuary (to the right of the pulpit) if they would 
like to participate in “reflection time” in room 211 during the 
sermon. Children will return to sit with their families during the 
hymn following the sermon.

STEWARDSHIP MESSAGE  Jessica and John Vazquez 

INTROIT  Children's Choirs 
 Sing a Song Unto the Lord | N. Walker 
*CALL TO WORSHIP  Children

CHILDREN: The Lord be with you. 
PEOPLE: And also with you. 
CHILDREN: Sisters and brothers rejoice. 
PEOPLE: Sustained by God's presence and love, we  
worship God.

*HYMN NO. 400                        Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing

SACRAMENT OF HOLY BAPTISM Zachary Robert Revill
With God’s help we will so order our lives after the example 
of Christ, that Zachary Robert, surrounded by steadfast  
love, may be established in the faith and confirmed and 
strengthened in the way that leads to life eternal.

HYMN  You Are a Child of God

HEARING THE WORD
PASTORAL PRAYER  Rev. Dalton Rushing

THE LORD'S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  
Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against 
us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever. Amen.

ANTHEM  A Prayer of Consecration | D Schwoebel Chancel Choir

Take now our minds, dear Lord, we humbly pray; Give us the 
mind of Christ each passing day.  Teach us to know Your truth in 
all we do; Grant us in all our thoughts to honor You.  Take now 
our hearts, O Christ, they are Your own.  Come now into our souls 
and claim Your throne.  Help us to shed abroad Your endless love; 
use us to make the earth like heaven above.  Take now our wills, 
O God, and hold full sway; Have in our secret souls Your perfect 
way.  Now guard each sacred hour from selfish ease and guard 
our ordered lives as You would please.  Take now ourselves, O 
Lord, heart, mind, and will.  Through our surrendered souls Your 
plans fulfill.  We give ourselves to You--time, talents, all.  We hear 
and do believe.  We hear and now receive.  We hear and ever 
heed your sovereign call.

*SCRIPTURE Matthew 6:25-34 Melinda Mobley

'Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you 
will eat or what you will drink, or about your body, what you 
will wear. Is not life more than food, and the body more than 
clothing? Look at the birds of the air; they neither sow nor 
reap nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds 
them. Are you not of more value than they? And can any of 
you by worrying add a single hour to your span of life? And 
why do you worry about clothing? Consider the lilies of the 
field, how they grow; they neither toil nor spin, yet I tell you, 
even Solomon in all his glory was not clothed like one of these. 
But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which is alive today 
and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he not much more 
clothe you—you of little faith? Therefore do not worry, saying, 
“What will we eat?” or “What will we drink?” or “What will we 
wear?” For it is the Gentiles who strive for all these things; and 
indeed your heavenly Father knows that you need all these 
things. But strive first for the kingdom of God and his  
righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well. 
‘So do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will bring 
worries of its own. Today’s trouble is enough for today."

LEADER: The Word of God for the people of God. 
PEOPLE: Thanks be to God.

CHILDREN'S MOMENT  Rev. Dalton Rushing

Children are invited to participate in "Reflection Time," which 
meets in ROOM 211 across from the sanctuary.  Meet at the 
sanctuary exit to the right of the pulpit immediately following 
the Children's Moment.  Children will return to their seats at the 
hymn following the sermon.

SERMON  Rev. Dalton Rushing

RESPONDING TO THE WORD
*HYMN NO. 508                         Faith, While Trees Are Still in Blossom

*OFFERTORY PRAYER  Julie Childs

God of great wonders, we join with you in the joy of this 
season of giving,You gave us a Saviour, who is Christ the 
Lord. You give us life and breath, you fill the world with 
beauty, our hands with bounty, and our hearts with the 
desire to give. Accept these gifts, and ourselves in service 
always, in every season. Amen.

OFFERING                      Cindy Petersen and Jeremy Nix, bell duet 
 My Jesus, I Love Thee | A. Gordon

*DOXOLOGY NO. 95  Old 100th Alt 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God, all creatures here below; 
Praise God above, ye heavenly host;  
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  Julie Childs

The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven 
and earth; And in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord;  
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the  
Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 
dead, and buried; the third day he rose from the dead; 
he ascended into heaven, and sitteth at the right hand of 
God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to 
judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the 
life everlasting. Amen.

GOING OUT TO SERVE
*HYMN NO. 399  Take My Life, and Let It Be

*BENEDICTION  Rev. Dalton Rushing

*GREETING

POSTLUDE  Neil Thompson 
 Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation | H. Purcell

*Please stand as you are able.

WELCOME TO DECATUR FIRST
No matter who you are, where you have been, or  

what you have done, you are loved and welcome here.

PARKING INFORMATION 
Parking can be a bit tricky in downtown Decatur, but don’t worry, 
churchgoers can park at the Wells Fargo Deck right across the street for 
free during Sunday morning services. Save your parking stub and ask 
for a parking voucher from a greeter or usher.

CALL THE PASTOR ON CALL 
If you need to reach the pastors for a pastoral emergency such as a 
death in the family or hospitalization and the church office is closed, 
call (678) 661-9425.

PRAYER 
If you are in need of prayer, please fill out the purple prayer card in 
the pew or email pray@decaturfirst.org.

NURSERY SERVICES 
Children of all ages are welcome in worship. Nursery services open at 
8:30am on the 1st floor of the main church building for infants up to 
age 4. Children ages 2 and older may participate in age appropriate 
Sunday School lessons at 9:45am. Infants through pre-K may remain 
on the 1st floor until 12:15pm.

RESTROOMS 
Restrooms are located down the steps behind the sanctuary or in 
front of the sanctuary in the main hallway. A family bathroom, with a 
changing table, is located on that hallway, as well.

NOTES
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ORDER OF WORSHIP

GATHERING
WELCOME & THE RITUAL OF FELLOWSHIP Rev. Dalton Rushing

STEWARDSHIP MESSAGE  Jessica and John Vazquez

PRELUDE  Neil Thompson 
 How Beautiful Are the Feet of Them | G.F. Handel

*CALL TO WORSHIP  John Cowden

LEADER: Sisters and brothers, rejoice. We live sustained by 
God’s presence and love. 
PEOPLE: Thanks be to God. 
LEADER: As we mourn the wounds of God’s children, 
PEOPLE: God weeps with us. 
LEADER: As we give thanks for brothers and sisters who 
have lived in faith, 
PEOPLE: God gives thanks with us. 
LEADER: As we struggle for justice, 
PEOPLE: God struggles with us. 
LEADER: As we strive for peace, 
PEOPLE: God strives with us. 
LEADER: As we work to build the beloved community, 
PEOPLE: God works with us. 
LEADER: As we offer our gifts to all, 
PEOPLE: God blesses us. 
LEADER: Sisters and brothers, rejoice. 
PEOPLE: Sustained by God’s presence and love, we worship God.

*HYMN NO. 400                          Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing

PRAYERS  Rev. Joya Abrams

HEARING THE WORD
*SCRIPTURE Matthew 6:25-34 Whitney Hair

‘Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you 
will eat or what you will drink, or about your body, what you 
will wear. Is not life more than food, and the body more than 
clothing? Look at the birds of the air; they neither sow nor 
reap nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds 
them. Are you not of more value than they? And can any of 
you by worrying add a single hour to your span of life? And 
why do you worry about clothing? Consider the lilies of the 
field, how they grow; they neither toil nor spin, yet I tell you, 
even Solomon in all his glory was not clothed like one of these. 
But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which is alive today 
and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he not much more 
clothe you—you of little faith? Therefore do not worry, saying, 
“What will we eat?” or “What will we drink?” or “What will we 
wear?” For it is the Gentiles who strive for all these things; and 
indeed your heavenly Father knows that you need all these 
things. But strive first for the kingdom of God and his  
righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well. 
‘So do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will bring 
worries of its own. Today’s trouble is enough for today."

LEADER: The Word of God for the people of God. 
PEOPLE: Thanks be to God.

SERMON  Rev. Dalton Rushing

RESPONDING TO THE WORD
*HYMN NO. 508                          Faith, While Trees Are Still in Blossom

OFFERTORY PRAYER  Whitney Hair

God of great wonders,  
we join with you in the joy of this season of giving, 
You gave us a Saviour, who is Christ the Lord. 
You give us life and breath,  
you fill the world with beauty, 
our hands with bounty,  
and our hearts with the desire to give. 
Accept these gifts,  
and ourselves in service always, 
in every season. Amen.

OFFERING                         Cindy Petersen and Jeremy Nix, bell duet 
 My Jesus, I Love Thee | A. Gordon

*DOXOLOGY NO. 95  Old 100th Alt 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God, all creatures here below; 
Praise God above, ye heavenly host;  
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.

CONFESSION & PARDON  Rev. Joya Abrams

PEOPLE: Holy God, we come before You in humility, 
For we do not live as we ought. We do not love You  
with our whole heart and mind and strength. 
We do not love our neighbor as ourselves. So we pray, in 
all humility, that You will change our hearts and minds, 
That You will show us again how to love others the way 
You love us, that You will put power and courage in our 
hearts to do your will. This we pray in Jesus’ name  
and for His sake. Amen.

LEADER: Friends, let us hear the Good News: In God we are 
loved. In Christ we are forgiven. In the Spirit we are empowered 
to begin anew. Alleluia, Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

The pastor continues ... 

And so, with your people on earth and all the company in heaven 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven  

and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
The pastor continues ... 

And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus 
Christ, we offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving 
        as a holy and living sacrifice, 
        in union with Christ’s offering for us, 
as we proclaim the mystery of the faith.

Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again.

The pastor continues ... 

All honor and glory is yours, almighty God, now and forever. 
Amen.

THE LORD'S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name. 
Thy Kingdom come,  
thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
and the glory, forever. Amen.

SHARING OF THE BREAD AND CUP

Communion is open to everyone, no exceptions.  
All communion bread is gluten, egg, and dairy free.  

Communion Servers: Rev. Dalton Rushing, Rev. Joya Abrams,  
Heather and Rich Singiser

PRAYER AFTER RECEIVING

Eternal God, we give you thanks for this holy mystery in 
which you have given yourself to us. Grant that we may go 
into the world in the strength of your spirit to give ourselves 
for others. In the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen.

GOING OUT TO SERVE
*HYMN NO. 399  Take My Life, and Let It Be

*BENEDICTION  Rev. Dalton Rushing

*GREETING

POSTLUDE  Neil Thompson 
 Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation | H. Purcell

*Please stand as you are able.
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