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OTHER NEWS
• CALLING ALL CAYANS! Join us TODAY, immediately after the 11:15am service 

to prepare the Chapel for Advent, which will include Christmas decorating and 
sprucing up the place. Families are welcome (children enjoy decorating the 
Chrismon Tree). Pizza and refreshments will be provided.

• CAFÉ DECATUR | WEDNESDAYS | 5:00-6:30PM | FELLOWSHIP HALL  
$6/person NOVEMBER 28 MENU—ADULTS: teriyaki chicken, rice, stir fry  
vegetables, rolls, lemon bars/brownies KIDS: chicken fingers, macaroni & 
cheese, mashed potatoes, rolls, lemon bar/brownies

• CHRISTMAS TEA | SATURDAY, DECEMBER 1 | 11AM-1PM  
The United Methodist Women’s (UMW) Circle 13 will host a Christmas Tea  
for all ladies of the church in the Fellowship Hall. RSVP to Susan Kenny:  
susanclayton@bellsouth.net

• GENERAL CONFERENCE 2019 INFORMATION SESSION. On Wednesday, 
December 5 at 6pm Mathew Pinson will offer a presentation more specifically 
tied to the potential outcomes of the coming General Conference. Mathew is 
the immediate past lay leader of the North Georgia Conference and chair of the 
N. GA Delegation to the General Conference. All are welcome!

FOR MORE INFORMATION
REV. DALTON RUSHING 
SENIOR PASTOR 
drushing@decaturfirst.org

REV. JOYA ABRAMS 
ASSOCIATE PASTOR 
jabrams@decaturfirst.org

JOHN COWDEN 
MUSIC 
jcowden@decaturfirst.org

CATHERINE BREED 
CHILDREN 
cbreed@decaturfirst.org

TAYLOR KAISER 
YOUTH 
tkaiser@decaturfirst.org

For more, visit decaturfirst.org  
or sign-up for our email list:  
decaturfirst.org/email-sign-up

ADVENT AT DECATUR FIRST
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 16 

Children’s Choir Advent Worship 
11am • Sanctuary

SATURDAY AND SUNDAY,  
DECEMBER 15 AND 16 

Celebration of Emmanuel 
6pm • Sanctuary

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 23 
Modern Christmas Eve Service 

5pm • Chapel (CAYA Band)

MONDAY, DECEMBER 24 
Candlelight Service 
4:30pm • Sanctuary
Candlelight Service 
6:30pm • Sanctuary

Candlelight & Communion Service 
11pm • Chapel

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 30 
Unified Worship Service 

11am • Sanctuary
DEC 24, 2018-JAN 1, 2019 

Church Office Closed



WELCOME TO DECATUR FIRST
No matter who you are, where you have been, or  

what you have done, you are loved and welcome here.

PARKING: Parking can be a bit tricky in downtown Decatur, but don’t worry, churchgoers 
can park at the Wells Fargo Deck right across the street for free during Sunday morning 
services. Save your parking stub and ask for a parking voucher from a greeter or usher.

CALL THE PASTOR ON CALL: If you need to reach the pastors for a pastoral  
emergency such as a death in the family or hospitalization and the church office is 
closed, call (678) 661-9425.

PRAYER: If you are in need of prayer, please fill out the purple prayer card in the  
pew or email pray@decaturfirst.org.

NURSERY: Children of all ages are welcome in worship. Nursery services open  
at 8:30am on the 1st floor of the main church building for infants up to age 4.  
Children ages 2 and older may participate in age appropriate Sunday School lessons 
at 9:45am. Infants through pre-K may remain on the 1st floor until 12:15pm.

RESTROOMS: A restroom is located in the back of the Chapel, as well as through the 
doors at the front left of the Chapel. 

Thank you for worshiping with us this morning. If you have any questions about the 
sermon or anything you experienced during the service, we would love to hear from 

you! Email Rev. Joya Abrams: jabrams@decaturfirst.org

SCRIPTURE

PSALM 93
The Lord is king, he is robed in majesty; the Lord is robed, he is girded with strength. 
He has established the world; it shall never be moved; your throne is established 
from of old; you are from everlasting. The floods have lifted up, O Lord, the floods 
have lifted up their voice; the floods lift up their roaring. More majestic than the 
thunders of mighty waters, more majestic than the waves of the sea, majestic on 
high is the Lord! Your decrees are very sure; holiness befits your house, O Lord,  
forevermore.

LEADER: The Word of God for the people of God. 
PEOPLE: Thanks be to God.

SERMON   The Four Great Prayers: Wow Rev. Joya Abrams

1. CAYA ADVENT STUDY will meet from 10:30-11:10am Sundays, December 2-23 in 
the chapel. Come enjoy discussion as we look at how seemingly secular items such 
as candles, carols and Christmas cards help prepare our hearts for the coming of 
Jesus. For more information, email Rev. Joya Abrams: jabrams@decaturfirst.org

2. FEED A FAMILY. The Engage Team is coordinating food boxes for local kids 
who would normally receive free and reduced priced lunches at school and who 
do not have food security over school holidays. We will be putting together a 
total of 50 boxes for families to take home over Christmas break. Boxes will be 
available for pick up on Sunday, November 25 and are due back to the church 
Wednesday, December 12. For more information contact Amy Jackson:  
amycrowderjackson@gmail.com

3. THE CHILDREN’S ADVENT CRAFT WORKSHOP is Sunday, December 2.  
Children K–5th grade will be led by volunteers from the Koinonia Sunday  
School class to create special Advent crafts. The workshop takes place during 
the Sunday school hour from 9:45-10:45am. Children may report to their normal 
Sunday School room at 9:45am. We hope your child will join! For more  
information, email Catherine Breed: cbreed@decaturfirst.org

4. ANGEL TREE MINISTRY: Help provide Christmas gifts to Decatur area children on 
behalf of their parent who is in prison. Each child will have separate wish lists for 
clothing and fun items (suggested spending range of $35/list). Look for the tree 
with the angels and instructions today. Plan to wrap the gifts and return to church 
by Sunday, December 8. If you are interested in delivering to a family in Decatur or 
need more info, contact Robin Rock: 404-388-1895 | bubbarock@bellsouth.net

5. NOVEMBER IS DECATUR FIRST’S MONTH TO STOCK THE PANTRY at  
Decatur Emergency Assistance Ministry (DEAM). 
- soup (esp. chunky chicken noodle, beef ) - cans of chili 
- small bags of yellow rice   - canned yams 
- canned pineapple    - canned chicken 
- canned baked beans   - bars of soap 
- toothpaste/toothbrushes   - toilet tissue 
- deodorant 
To volunteer, contact Becky Vinson: 404-218-7152

Top5
THINGS TO KNOW THIS WEEK

WELCOME CATHERINE BREED, DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES!  
Catherine comes to us from the Cathedral of St. Philip, where her primary responsibility 
was overseeing the Godly Play program. Prior to that position she taught for several 
years at St. Martin’s Episcopal School and served as Director of Children’s Ministries 
at the Episcopal Church of the Epiphany here in Decatur. She has an undergraduate 
degree from the University of Virginia and an MA in Christian Education from Princeton 
Theological Seminary. Catherine and her husband, Brennan (a professor of Old  
Testament at Columbia Theological Seminary) have two children and live in Decatur.


