
Third Sunday in Advent
DECEMBER 16, 2018 • 11:15AM

WELCOME TO CAYA! 
CO M E  A S  YO U  A R E

300 E PONCE DE LEON AVE • DECATUR, GA 30030
404-378-4541 • WWW.DECATURFIRST.ORG

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 16 
Celebration of Emmanuel 

6pm • Sanctuary

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 23 
Modern Christmas Eve Service 

5pm • Chapel (CAYA Band)

MONDAY, DECEMBER 24 
Candlelight Service • 4:30pm • Sanctuary

Candlelight Service • 6:30pm • Sanctuary

Candlelight and Communion Service 
11pm • Chapel

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 30 
Unified Worship Service • 11am • Sanctuary 
Nursery available for infants up to age 4. No  

children’s Sunday School. Children are encouraged 
to worship with their parents.

DECEMBER 24, 2018-JANUARY 1, 2019 
Church Office Closed 

THURSDAY AND FRIDAY, DECEMBER 27-28 
and MONDAY, DECEMBER 31 
Finance Office Open • 9am-1pm

OTHER NEWS
CAYA ADVENT STUDY will meet from 10:30-11:10am Sundays through December 23 in the  

Sycamore Building. Come enjoy discussion as we look at how seemingly secular items such as  
candles, carols and Christmas cards help prepare our hearts for the coming of Jesus. For more 

information, email Rev. Joya Abrams: jabrams@decaturfirst.org

CHRISTMAS SNACK SOCIAL TODAY. Linger after the CAYA service to enjoy seasonal cookies, 
snacks and fellowship with church family.

FOR MORE INFORMATION
REV. DALTON RUSHING • SENIOR PASTOR • drushing@decaturfirst.org

REV. JOYA ABRAMS • ASSOCIATE PASTOR • jabrams@decaturfirst.org

CATHERINE BREED • CHILDREN • cbreed@decaturfirst.org

JOHN COWDEN • MUSIC • jcowden@decaturfirst.org

TAYLOR KAISER • YOUTH • tkaiser@decaturfirst.org

For more, visit decaturfirst.org or sign-up for our email list: decaturfirst.org/email-sign-up

CONTRIBUTIONS & ATTENDANCE FOR SUNDAY, DECEMBER 9, 2018

8:45AM TRADITIONAL  •  90                     11:00AM TRADITIONAL  •  288                    11:15AM CAYA  •  65

TOTAL CONTRIBUTIONS                    $26,380 YTD CONTRIBUTIONS                    $1,245,256

ADVENT AT DECATUR FIRST



WELCOME TO DECATUR FIRST
No matter who you are, where you have been, or 

what you have done, you are loved and welcome here.

PARKING: Parking can be a bit tricky in downtown Decatur, but don’t worry, churchgoers can park at the Wells 
Fargo Deck right across the street for free during Sunday morning services. Save your parking stub and ask for a 
parking voucher from a greeter or usher.
CALL THE PASTOR ON CALL: If you need to reach the pastors for a pastoral emergency such as a death in the 
family or hospitalization and the church office is closed, call (678) 661-9425.
PRAYER: If you are in need of prayer, please fill out the purple prayer card in the pew or email pray@decaturfirst.org.
NURSERY: Children of all ages are welcome in worship. Nursery services open at 8:30am on the 1st floor of the 
main church building for infants up to age 4. Children ages 2 and older may participate in age appropriate Sunday 
School lessons at 9:45am. Infants through pre-K may remain on the 1st floor until 12:15pm.
RESTROOM: A restroom is located in the back of the Chapel, as well as through the doors at the front left of the Chapel. 

Thank you for worshiping with us this morning. If you have any questions about the sermon or anything you 
experienced during the service, we would love to hear from you! Email Rev. Joya Abrams: jabrams@decaturfirst.org

Top5
THINGS TO KNOW THIS WEEK

1. CHRISTMAS MISSION OFFERING. This year our Christmas Mission Offering will support Decatur  
Cooperative Ministries to eliminate veterans’ homelessness in Dekalb County. Gifts given to the mission  
offering in honor or memory of loved ones will be listed in the Christmas Eve bulletins if submitted by  
Sunday, December 16. Please specify whether the gift is in honor of a living person, or in memory of a  
deceased person. Pay for your honoraria by check, payable to DFUMC (Christmas Mission Offering in 
memo line) OR online: decaturfirst.org/give-online (choose Christmas Mission Offering) from dropdown.

2. CELEBRATION OF EMMANUEL TONIGHT | 6PM | SANCTUARY Prelude begins at 5:30pm. Most of the music 
ministry ensembles offer this annual Christmas Extravaganza. Free admission; childcare available.

3. ORDER A HONEYBAKED HAM GIFT CARD from Music Ministry and then use it to make your purchase  
at HoneyBaked Ham. Music in Ministry will receive 20% of your purchase! They make great gifts! Order 
deadline is TODAY. Cards will be available for pickup or mail Wednesday, December 19. Order online:  
decaturfirst.org/honeybaked-ham-order

4. COFFEE WITH THE PASTORS. If Decatur First is beginning to feel like home and you’d like to learn more 
about taking membership vows, you are warmly invited to Coffee with the Pastors at 9:45am on Sunday,  
January 13. For more information, please contact Janice Yates at jyates@decaturfirst.org OR RSVP 
online at decaturfirst.org/membership.

5. END OF YEAR GIVING. The IRS requires all cash or check contributions be received in 2018 to be tax deductible 
for the calendar year of 2018. If you are giving via credit card or bank transfer through our website, that needs 
to be done by December 31, 2018. Please ensure your contributions are received in the church office by 1pm 
on Monday, December 31 or postmarked by the USPS no later than midnight December 31, 2018.Gifts of stock 
must be delivered in the same manner or transferred to our brokerage account by close of business December 
31, 2018. Finance office open Thursday and Friday, December 27-28 and Monday, December 31 from 9am-1pm.

ORDER OF WORSHIP
SONG

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

SONG

ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING  Joya and Nate Abrams, Bennett and Christopher

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  Rev. Joya Abrams

Cause us to breathe deeply, Loving God, just for this moment, a letting go of worry and 
anxiety about all that’s left to do. Center us in your amazing grace that we may hear the 
flutter of angel wings, know the gift of your peace, receive the gift of our healing, and 
live in the grace of your forgiveness. May each breath open us to the simple and beautiful 
ways you are with us. Open us to the Child who comes to love us. Amen.

SONG

SCRIPTURE READING                                                                Luke 3:10-18 (Common English Bible) 

The crowds asked him, “What then should we do?” He answered, “Whoever has two  
shirts must share with the one who has none, and whoever has food must do the same.” 
Even tax collectors came to be baptized. They said to him, “Teacher, what should we do?” 
He replied, “Collect no more than you are authorized to collect.” Soldiers asked, “What 
about us? What should we do?” He answered, “Don’t cheat or harass anyone, and be 
satisfied with your pay.” The people were filled with expectation, and everyone wondered 
whether John might be the Christ. John replied to them all, “I baptize you with water, 
but the one who is more powerful than me is coming. I’m not worthy to loosen the strap 
of his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. The shovel he uses to sift 
the wheat from the husks is in his hands. He will clean out his threshing area and bring 
the wheat into his barn. But he will burn the husks with a fire that can’t be put out.” With 
many other words John appealed to them, proclaiming good news to the people.

LEADER: The Word of God for the people of God. 
PEOPLE: Thanks be to God.

SERMON   People Get Ready Rev. Carolyn Poling

OFFERING PRAYER

SONG

BENEDICTION


