
U N I T E D  M E T H O D I S T  C H U R C H

Welcome to Decatur First

Third Sunday in Advent
DECEMBER 16, 2018 • 11:00AM

3 O O  E A S T  P O N C E  D E  L E O N  AV E ,  D E C AT U R ,  G A  30030 •  404.378.4541 •  D E C AT U R F I R S T. O R G

1. CHRISTMAS MISSION OFFERING. This year our Christmas  
Mission Offering will support Decatur Cooperative Ministries to 
eliminate veterans' homelessness in Dekalb County. Gifts given  
to the mission offering in honor or memory of loved ones will  
be listed in the Christmas Eve bulletins if submitted by Sunday, 
December 16. Please specify whether the gift is in honor of a  
living person, or in memory of a deceased person. Pay for your 
honoraria by check, payable to DFUMC (Christmas Mission 
Offering in memo line) OR online: decaturfirst.org/give-online 
(choose Christmas Mission Offering) from dropdown.

2. CELEBRATION OF EMMANUEL TONIGHT | 6PM | SANCTUARY 
Prelude begins at 5:30pm. Most of the music ministry ensembles 
offer this annual Christmas Extravaganza. Free admission; childcare 
available.

3. ORDER A HONEYBAKED HAM GIFT CARD from Music Ministry 
and then use it to make your purchase at HoneyBaked Ham.  
Music in Ministry will receive 20% of your purchase! They make 
great gifts! Order deadline is Sunday, December 16. Cards will 
be available for pickup or mail Wednesday, December 19. Order 
online: decaturfirst.org/honeybaked-ham-order

4. COFFEE WITH THE PASTORS. If Decatur First is beginning to feel 
like home and you'd like to learn more about taking membership 
vows, you are warmly invited to Coffee with the Pastors at 9:45am 
on Sunday, January 13. For more information, please contact 
Janice Yates at jyates@decaturfirst.org OR RSVP online at  
decaturfirst.org/membership.

5. END OF YEAR GIVING. The IRS requires all cash or check  
contributions be received in 2018 to be tax deductible for  
the calendar year of 2018. If you are giving via credit card or  
bank transfer through our website, that needs to be done  
by December 31, 2018. Please ensure your contributions are  
received in the church office by 1pm on Monday, December 31 
or postmarked by the USPS no later than midnight December 31, 
2018.Gifts of stock must be delivered in the same manner or  
transferred to our brokerage account by close of business  
December 31, 2018. Finance office open Thursday and Friday,  
December 27-28 and Monday, December 31 from 9am-1pm.

Dear Choristers, Parents and Volunteers
Thank you for sharing your children with us each week, for taking 

the time out of your busy lives to come to rehearsals, and for 
encouraging your children to offer their precious gift of music to the 
Lord. May your holidays be filled with joyful noise and may Christmas 

bring you much love and peace. Joy to the World! Miss Michele

Top5
THINGS TO KNOW THIS WEEK

OTHER NEWS
• MEN'S BIBLE STUDY: Men of all ages meet every Tuesday from 

7-8AM for fellowship, study and discussion. Coffee and Chick-Fil-A 
biscuits available. New study series, Unafraid by Adam Hamilton 
begins January 8, 2019. Study examines how to understand and 
deal with fear. For more information contact Fletcher Daley: 
fletcher-29@comcast.net

FOR MORE INFORMATION
REV. DALTON RUSHING, SENIOR PASTOR 
drushing@decaturfirst.org

REV. JOYA ABRAMS, ASSOCIATE PASTOR 
jabrams@decaturfirst.org

JOHN COWDEN, MUSIC 
jcowden@decaturfirst.org

CATHERINE BREED, CHILDREN 
cbreed@decaturfirst.org

TAYLOR KAISER, YOUTH 
tkaiser@decaturfirst.org

For more information, visit our website decaturfirst.org or 
sign-up for our email list: decaturfirst.org/email-sign-up

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 9 • CONTRIBUTIONS AND ATTENDANCE

ATTENDANCE 8:45AM • 90 11AM • 288 11:15AM • 65

TOTAL CONTRIBUTIONS $26,380

YTD CONTRIBUTIONS $1,245,256

ADVENT AT DECATUR FIRST
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 16 

Celebration of Emmanuel • 6pm • Sanctuary

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 23 
Modern Christmas Eve Service • 5pm • Chapel (CAYA Band)

MONDAY, DECEMBER 24 
Candlelight Service • 4:30pm • Sanctuary

Candlelight Service • 6:30pm • Sanctuary

Candlelight and Communion Service • 11pm • Chapel

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 30 
Unified Worship Service • 11am • Sanctuary 

Nursery available for infants up to age 4. No children’s Sunday 
School. Children are encouraged to worship with their parents.

DECEMBER 24, 2018-JANUARY 1, 2019 
Church Office Closed

THURSDAY AND FRIDAY, DECEMBER 27-28 and  
MONDAY, DECEMBER 31 • Finance Office Open • 9am-1pm



Order of Worship
Gathering
PRELUDE   Comfort Ye, My People | G. F. Handel Neil Thompson

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS Rev. Dalton Rushing

INTROIT                                  Prepare a Way for the Lord | M. Bedford 
 Angel, Kindergarten & Friends, Sing for Joy Choirs

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH Caleb Black

LEADER: God, we wait for the coming of your Son, Jesus, into 
our hearts and our lives this Advent season. 
CONGREGATION: Help us to follow Him as the Light of the 
World. 
LEADER: The Lord brings joy to his people. 
CONGREGATION: A joy that will not fade. 
LEADER: Our joy is in the Lord. 
CONGREGATION: O Emmanuel, come that we may live in 
hope, joy and peace with one another.

MUSICAL RESPONSE   Rejoice! The Lord is Coming | M. Burkhardt 
 Angel, Kindergarten & Friends, Sing for Joy Choirs

OPENING PRAYER  Emery Korzan

*HYMN NO. 206  I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light

PRAYER  Juliet Janke

Hearing the Word
SCRIPTURE Isaiah 12:2-6 Anna Janke

ANTHEM  Carol Choir 
 Dance and Sing for the Lord Will Be With Us | arr. H. Hopson

SCRIPTURE Luke 2:1-7 Joshua Black

ANTHEM                            Down the Road to Bethlehem | V.H. Wright

SCRIPTURE Luke 2:8-14 Kara Diamond

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE Jack Diamond

LEADER: Help us to say yes to God’s call in our lives as Mary did. 
ALL: Glory to God in the highest. 
LEADER: Help us to faithfully follow God’s plan as Joseph did. 
ALL: Glory to God in the highest. 
Leader: Help us to tell the good news to others as the angels did. 
ALL: Glory to God in the highest. 
LEADER: Help us to honor Jesus as the shepherds did. 
ALL: Glory to God in the highest. 
LEADER: Help us to serve others as Jesus did. 
ALL: Glory to God in the highest.

ANTHEM  Bethlehem Night | T. Taylor

SCRIPTURE Luke 2:15-18 Sophie Huddle

ANTHEM                                An Angel Came from Heaven | C. Walker

SCRIPTURE Matthew 2:1-6 Hagen Jones

SCRIPTURE Matthew 2:7-12 Vera Wamstad

ANTHEM  Three Kings | M. Bedford

Responding to the Word
CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE "Gloria" 
 Angels We Have Heard on High

*READING Luke 3:7-18 Rev. Dalton Rushing

John said to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, 
“You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath 
to come? Bear fruits worthy of repentance. Do not begin to 
say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor’; for I 
tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children 
to Abraham. Even now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; 
every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down 
and thrown into the fire.” And the crowds asked him, “What 
then should we do?” In reply he said to them, “Whoever 
has two coats must share with anyone who has none; and 
whoever has food must do likewise.” Even tax collectors came 
to be baptized, and they asked him, “Teacher, what should 

we do?” He said to them, “Collect no more than the amount 
prescribed for you.” Soldiers also asked him, “And we, what 
should we do?” He said to them, “Do not extort money from 
anyone by threats or false accusation, and be satisfied with 
your wages.” As the people were filled with expectation,  
and all were questioning in their hearts concerning John, 
whether he might be the Messiah, John answered all of them 
by saying, “I baptize you with water; but one who is more 
powerful than I is coming; I am not worthy to untie the thong 
of his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and 
fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing 
floor and to gather the wheat into his granary; but the chaff 
he will burn with unquenchable fire.” So, with many other 
exhortations, he proclaimed the good news to the people.

SERMON People Get Ready Rev. Dalton Rushing

*HYMN NO. 224  Good Christian Friends, Rejoice

*OFFERTORY PRAYER  Jack Phelps

OFFERING  One Bright Star | L. Larson 
 Carol and Hosanna Choirs and Children's Choir alumni

*DOXOLOGY NO. 95  Old 100th Alt 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God, all creatures here below; 
Praise God above, ye heavenly host;  
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Going Out to Serve
*HYMN NO. 251  Go, Tell It on the Mountain

*BENEDICTION  Rev. Dalton Rushing

*GREETING

POSTLUDE  Neil Thompson 
 Love Has Come, A Light in the Darkness! | French Melody

*Please stand as you are able.

WELCOME TO DECATUR FIRST
No matter who you are, where you have been, or  

what you have done, you are loved and welcome here.

PARKING INFORMATION 
Parking can be a bit tricky in downtown Decatur, but don’t worry, 
churchgoers can park at the Wells Fargo Deck right across the street for 
free during Sunday morning services. Save your parking stub and ask 
for a parking voucher from a greeter or usher.

CALL THE PASTOR ON CALL 
If you need to reach the pastors for a pastoral emergency such as a 
death in the family or hospitalization and the church office is closed, 
call (678) 661-9425.

PRAYER 
If you are in need of prayer, please fill out the purple prayer card in 
the pew or email pray@decaturfirst.org.

CHILDREN AT DECATUR FIRST 
Children of all ages are welcome in worship! Some parents of small 
children prefer to keep their kids with them in worship, while others 
prefer to use the church nursery. Either way works for us! Nursery 
services open at 8:30am on the first floor of the main church building 
for infants up to age 4. Children ages 2 and older may participate in 
age-appropriate Sunday School lessons at 9:45am. Infants through 
Pre-K may remain on the first floor until 12:15pm.

The children's worship station is available in the gathering area 
behind the sanctuary to occupy little hands. Parents and children are 
invited to fill a basket with pencils, crayons, clipboards and tools or 
pick up a Children's Bible or book. At the end of the service, please 
return all items to their designated spots in the Worship Station. We 
hope these tools will help engage your minds and hearts in worship 
with your family.

RESTROOMS 
Restrooms are located down the steps behind the sanctuary or in 
front of the sanctuary in the main hallway. A family bathroom, with a 
changing table, is located on that hallway, as well.

NOTES
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Welcome to Decatur First

Third Sunday in Advent
DECEMBER 16, 2018 • 8:45AM
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1. CHRISTMAS MISSION OFFERING. This year our Christmas  
Mission Offering will support Decatur Cooperative Ministries to 
eliminate veterans' homelessness in Dekalb County. Gifts given  
to the mission offering in honor or memory of loved ones will  
be listed in the Christmas Eve bulletins if submitted by Sunday, 
December 16. Please specify whether the gift is in honor of a  
living person, or in memory of a deceased person. Pay for your 
honoraria by check, payable to DFUMC (Christmas Mission 
Offering in memo line) OR online: decaturfirst.org/give-online 
(choose Christmas Mission Offering) from dropdown.

2. CELEBRATION OF EMMANUEL TONIGHT | 6PM | SANCTUARY 
Prelude begins at 5:30pm. Most of the music ministry ensembles 
offer this annual Christmas Extravaganza. Free admission; childcare 
available.

3. ORDER A HONEYBAKED HAM GIFT CARD from Music Ministry 
and then use it to make your purchase at HoneyBaked Ham.  
Music in Ministry will receive 20% of your purchase! They make 
great gifts! Order deadline is Sunday, December 16. Cards will 
be available for pickup or mail Wednesday, December 19. Order 
online: decaturfirst.org/honeybaked-ham-order

4. COFFEE WITH THE PASTORS. If Decatur First is beginning to feel 
like home and you'd like to learn more about taking membership 
vows, you are warmly invited to Coffee with the Pastors at 9:45am 
on Sunday, January 13. For more information, please contact 
Janice Yates at jyates@decaturfirst.org OR RSVP online at  
decaturfirst.org/membership.

5. END OF YEAR GIVING. The IRS requires all cash or check  
contributions be received in 2018 to be tax deductible for  
the calendar year of 2018. If you are giving via credit card or  
bank transfer through our website, that needs to be done  
by December 31, 2018. Please ensure your contributions are  
received in the church office by 1pm on Monday, December 31 
or postmarked by the USPS no later than midnight December 31, 
2018.Gifts of stock must be delivered in the same manner or  
transferred to our brokerage account by close of business  
December 31, 2018. Finance office open Thursday and Friday,  
December 27-28 and Monday, December 31 from 9am-1pm.

Top5
THINGS TO KNOW THIS WEEK

OTHER NEWS
• MEN'S BIBLE STUDY: Men of all ages meet every Tuesday from 

7-8AM for fellowship, study and discussion. Coffee and Chick-Fil-A 
biscuits available. New study series, Unafraid by Adam Hamilton 
begins January 8, 2019. Study examines how to understand and 
deal with fear. For more information contact Fletcher Daley: 
fletcher-29@comcast.net

FOR MORE INFORMATION
REV. DALTON RUSHING, SENIOR PASTOR 
drushing@decaturfirst.org

REV. JOYA ABRAMS, ASSOCIATE PASTOR 
jabrams@decaturfirst.org

JOHN COWDEN, MUSIC 
jcowden@decaturfirst.org

CATHERINE BREED, CHILDREN 
cbreed@decaturfirst.org

TAYLOR KAISER, YOUTH 
tkaiser@decaturfirst.org

For more information, visit our website decaturfirst.org or 
sign-up for our email list: decaturfirst.org/email-sign-up

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 9 • CONTRIBUTIONS AND ATTENDANCE

ATTENDANCE 8:45AM • 90 11AM • 288 11:15AM • 65

TOTAL CONTRIBUTIONS $26,380

YTD CONTRIBUTIONS $1,245,256

ADVENT AT DECATUR FIRST
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 16 

Celebration of Emmanuel • 6pm • Sanctuary

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 23 
Modern Christmas Eve Service • 5pm • Chapel (CAYA Band)

MONDAY, DECEMBER 24 
Candlelight Service • 4:30pm • Sanctuary

Candlelight Service • 6:30pm • Sanctuary

Candlelight and Communion Service • 11pm • Chapel

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 30 
Unified Worship Service • 11am • Sanctuary 

Nursery available for infants up to age 4. No children’s Sunday 
School. Children are encouraged to worship with their parents.

DECEMBER 24, 2018-JANUARY 1, 2019 
Church Office Closed

THURSDAY AND FRIDAY, DECEMBER 27-28 and  
MONDAY, DECEMBER 31 • Finance Office Open • 9am-1pm



ORDER OF WORSHIP
GATHERING
WELCOME & THE RITUAL OF FELLOWSHIP Rev. Dalton Rushing

PRELUDE   Comfort Ye, My People | G. F. Handel Neil Thompson

*INVOCATION  Rev. Dalton Rushing

*HYMN NO. 206  I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH John Cowden

LEADER: Let us pray. O Lord, our light, you lead us from 
languishing in sorrow’s shadows into laughter’s joy over your 
abundant restoration.

PEOPLE: God of promise, God of joy, into our darkness come.

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light

PRAYERS  Rev. Joya Abrams

HEARING THE WORD
*SCRIPTURE Luke 3:7-18 Anne Evans

John said to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, 
“You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath 
to come? Bear fruits worthy of repentance. Do not begin to 
say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor’; for I 
tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children 
to Abraham. Even now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; 
every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down 
and thrown into the fire.” And the crowds asked him, “What 
then should we do?” In reply he said to them, “Whoever 
has two coats must share with anyone who has none; and 
whoever has food must do likewise.” Even tax collectors came 
to be baptized, and they asked him, “Teacher, what should 

we do?” He said to them, “Collect no more than the amount 
prescribed for you.” Soldiers also asked him, “And we, what 
should we do?” He said to them, “Do not extort money from 
anyone by threats or false accusation, and be satisfied with 
your wages.” As the people were filled with expectation,  
and all were questioning in their hearts concerning John, 
whether he might be the Messiah, John answered all of them 
by saying, “I baptize you with water; but one who is more 
powerful than I is coming; I am not worthy to untie the thong 
of his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and 
fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing 
floor and to gather the wheat into his granary; but the chaff 
he will burn with unquenchable fire.” So, with many other 
exhortations, he proclaimed the good news to the people.

LEADER: The Word of God for the people of God. 
PEOPLE: Thanks be to God.

SERMON People Get Ready Rev. Dalton Rushing

RESPONDING TO THE WORD
*HYMN NO. 224  Good Christian Friends, Rejoice

*OFFERTORY PRAYER  Rev. Joya Abrams

Holy One, this Advent season we wait in joy, 
And we give with joy. 
Joy for all you have given us; 
Joy because of your sacred promises. 
Receive these generous offerings, 
And use them to spread your joy in our world. Amen.

OFFERING  Prepare a Path | M. Byrne   
 Maggie Byrne, Andy Yates, Eric Byrne

*DOXOLOGY NO. 95  Old 100th Alt 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God, all creatures here below; 
Praise God above, ye heavenly host;  
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.

CONFESSION AND PARDON Rev. Joya Abrams

Lord God, we praise you for sending light into this world.
We confess that we live as though the light had never 
defeated darkness. We confess that we ignore the Savior 
you sent to be among us and to live in us. We’ve kept  
the birth of your Son confined to the Christmas season 
and do not yearn for his coming each moment in our 
waiting hearts. Forgive us for not opening our eyes to  
Jesus. Prepare us for His return. Help us rejoice in the 
light so that your grace can illuminate the darkened  
places of our hearts. Amen.

LEADER: In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven. 
PEOPLE: In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven. 
Glory to God. Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

The pastor continues ... 

And so, with your people on earth and all the company in heaven 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven  
and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
The pastor continues ... 

And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus 
Christ, we offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving 
        as a holy and living sacrifice, 
        in union with Christ’s offering for us, 
as we proclaim the mystery of the faith.

Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again.

The pastor continues ... 

All honor and glory is yours, almighty God, now and forever. 
Amen.

THE LORD'S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  
Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against 
us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever. Amen.

SHARING OF THE BREAD AND CUP

Communion is open to everyone, no exceptions. All communion 
bread is gluten, egg, and dairy free. Communion Servers:  

Rev. Dalton Rushing, Rev. Joya Abrams, Lisa and Rick Gillig

PRAYER AFTER RECEIVING

Eternal God, we give you thanks for this holy mystery in 
which you have given yourself to us. Grant that we may go 
into the world in the strength of your spirit to give ourselves 
for others. In the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen.

GOING OUT TO SERVE
*HYMN NO. 251  Go, Tell It on the Mountain

*BENEDICTION  Rev. Dalton Rushing

*GREETING

POSTLUDE  Neil Thompson 
 Love Has Come, A Light in the Darkness! | French Melody

*Please stand as you are able.

WELCOME TO DECATUR FIRST
No matter who you are, where you have been, or  

what you have done, you are loved and welcome here.

PARKING INFORMATION 
Parking can be a bit tricky in downtown Decatur, but don’t worry, 
churchgoers can park at the Wells Fargo Deck right across the street for 
free during Sunday morning services. Save your parking stub and ask 
for a parking voucher from a greeter or usher.

CALL THE PASTOR ON CALL 
If you need to reach the pastors for a pastoral emergency such as a 
death in the family or hospitalization and the church office is closed, 
call (678) 661-9425.

PRAYER 
If you are in need of prayer, please fill out the purple prayer card in 
the pew or email pray@decaturfirst.org.

CHILDREN AT DECATUR FIRST 
Children of all ages are welcome in worship! Some parents of small 
children prefer to keep their kids with them in worship, while others 
prefer to use the church nursery. Either way works for us! Nursery 
services open at 8:30am on the first floor of the main church building 
for infants up to age 4. Children ages 2 and older may participate in 
age-appropriate Sunday School lessons at 9:45am. Infants through 
Pre-K may remain on the first floor until 12:15pm.

The children's worship station is available in the gathering area 
behind the sanctuary to occupy little hands. Parents and children are 
invited to fill a basket with pencils, crayons, clipboards and tools or 
pick up a Children's Bible or book. At the end of the service, please 
return all items to their designated spots in the Worship Station. We 
hope these tools will help engage your minds and hearts in worship 
with your family.

RESTROOMS 
Restrooms are located down the steps behind the sanctuary or in 
front of the sanctuary in the main hallway. A family bathroom, with a 
changing table, is located on that hallway, as well.

NOTES


