
What fun we have 
had this fall in our 
classrooms,  
focusing on the 
themes, “Fall Brings 
Change” and 
“Thanking Hearts,” 
along with the  
corresponding 
character traits, 
“patience” and 
“gratitude.” 

Helping children  
develop persistence 
and perseverance by 
practicing  
patience and gratitude 
are great social and 
emotional preparation 
for school (and life!) 
Teachers at CMO 
encourage children 
at every age to find solutions to their problems on their own, but 
when a child cannot, they learn how to calmly ask for help either 
through signing (thumbs up on palm while lifting hand) or words.  
We often need to practice patience and remember our blessings 
the most when life doesn’t go the way we want, which makes 
these verses which accompanied our fall themes encouraging:

“O taste and see that the Lord is good.” Psalm 34:8
“For everything there is a season and a time for every  

matter under heaven.”  Ecclesiastes 3:1

Cooler weather ushered in new 
veggies to plant, grow and har-
vest in the school garden. We 
hope you were able to put the 
food to use at home. When the 
kids weren’t caring for food in the 
garden, they often used it for art 
projects or classroom circle time 
discussions. Food is a big part of 
our fall holidays and events. We 
are happy to help educate all the 
kids on farming, different kinds of 
farms and where food comes from, 
in addition to taking time to show 
gratitude for the hands that grow, 
pick, deliver, buy and prepare our 
food. Each CMO class takes time 
to say a prayer of thanksgiving to 
God before every snack and lunch 
throughout the school year. To practice these prayers at home, 
ask your teacher for a copy of the snack and lunchtime prayers.

A new tradition at CMO is stuffing  
scarecrows for display. The children love 
taking an active part and we appreciate 
Music Teacher Ms. Anne for sharing her 
artistic talents with the school, creating 
this festive finished product and creative 
sensory experience for the kids. We look 

forward to celebrating Christmas with you and your little ones! 
Don’t be surprised if you hear holiday tunes at home already, as 
we have begun practicing for our Nativity Program in music class!
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CMO CALENDAR
Go no further than the City of Decatur to get the most out 
of your holiday season with these fun community events 
to mark on the calendar. Don’t overlook the CMO and 
DFUMC events, as well!

Thru December 10 
Decatur First Christian Christmas Tree & Wreath Sale 
Pick the perfect tree or wreath in person or order in advance 
for a 5% discount. Decatur First Christian Church will provide 
delivery for $10. All proceeds benefit community missions in 
Decatur, including the Toy Park near the city’s Post Office. Call 
404-378-3621 for more information.

November 30 • 7pm 
City of Decatur Tree Lighting  
Enjoy caroling, hot cocoa, and even some “snow” when 
Santa lights the tree on top of the Little Shop of Stories on 
the Decatur Square. 

December 1 • 9:15-11:15am 
CMO Parent Coffee and Work Day 
Thanks in advance for spending some time helping 
teachers prepare arts and crafts for your children to create 
during the month of December. It is always a fun time 
around the table getting to know CMO friends and family, 
while doing some good, too. 

December 1 • 5:30-9:30pm  
Holiday Marketplace + Cafe 
The 26th annual holiday marketplace experience at  
Clairemont Elementary School offers one-of-a kind gifts, 
local food trucks, and family fun, all benefiting the  
educational programs at Clairemont Elementary.

December 8 • 7pm 
Holiday Movie Night 
The animated classic, “Frosty the Snowman,” will precede 
the iconic “White Christmas” at this double feature event 
on West Ponce de Leon in downtown Decatur. Bring your 
own chairs and blankets! 

December 14 • 7pm 
Bonfire and Marshmallow Roast 
Roast a marshmallow or two around a roaring 10 x 10 
foot bonfire. Don’t worry, the Decatur Fire Department 
will be on hand to supervise! Register for the free event at 
freshtix.com so there will be enough to go around. 

December 18 & 20 • 10am 
CMO Nativity Program  
Don’t miss seeing your child perform holiday songs on 
one (or both) of these dates in the Fellowship Hall of 
DFUMC. CMO will be open regular hours for students on 
Nativity Program days. 

December 21-January 3 
CMO Holiday Break - Enjoy the holidays!  
See you in the New Year on January 4.

What great participation we had in the Usborne Book Fair 
November 2-3, hosted by Discovery Room parent and 
DFUMC Weekday Children’s Ministry Board member  

Ali Post. We look forward to our new books!

Our staff enjoyed a day of training from Merry Bentley-Barlow 
from the GA Preschool Association on Saturday, November 4. 

The focus of the training was how to help young children  
develop mathematical thinking. Ask your teacher what she 

learned and how she’s using it in your child’s classroom!

Thank you to all the parents 
who attended the Parent 

Coffee and Work Day 
Monday, November 6. We 
were able to save teachers 

lots of time in prepping 
artwork for the children to 
create. We also appreciate 
the coffee, baked goods 

and fresh fruit provided by 
parents!




