
Who do I contact when my loved one dies?  
Please feel free to contact either of the pastors directly or the front office to notify the church. The 
number of the church office is 404-378-4541. If it is outside business hours, please feel free to call the 
pastor-on-call phone at 678-661-9425 .

Will I meet with a pastor to plan the service? 
We recommend that you schedule a meeting with the pastor who will be conducting the service in order 
to plan the order of the service and go over specific details about the service.  

Can we have a reception at the church? 
You can have a reception at the church subject to the availability of the church calendar. Depending on 
the expected number attending, the reception may be held in the Fellowship Hall or in another room. We 
strongly recommend that you use a caterer and we are happy to share information about several 
caterers we have worked with in the area. 

Can we have a visitation at the church?  
While most families choose to have a visitation at a funeral home on a separate day, you may have a 
visitation at the church just prior to or immediately following a service at the church, subject to the 
availability of the church calendar. 

Is there a funeral home nearby that can help with arrangements?  
There are several funeral homes that we have worked with in the area. Please feel free to contact the 
church office and we can discuss several options with you. 

Are there days and times when we cannot schedule a funeral?  
We try to schedule funerals at a day and time that will be convenient for the family, guests, and the 
programs that are already scheduled at the church. We often have preschool and childcare events going 
on weekday mornings during the school year, so afternoons are generally more open on weekdays. 
Because we are an active church with many different activities on different days and times, we take each 
situation into consideration to find the best solution for scheduling. 

Can we plan a service in the historic chapel?  
We understand that many people have a strong attachment to the chapel and may want to have a 
service there. However, there are several complicating factors to holding a funeral in the chapel and we 
generally recommend having a service in the sanctuary instead, regardless of the anticipated size of the 
service. If you strongly desire a service in the chapel, we encourage you to speak to one of the pastors or 
the front office to make sure we can address all of the challenges to make the service accessible and 
open to everyone you would like to attend. 

Is there any cost to have a service at Decatur First? 
There is no cost for the facilities of the church for a funeral. If you wish to help offset the costs of using 
the facility and custodial staff expenses, a donation is appreciated. If a pastor of the church is conducting 
the service, they will not usually accept an honorarium. However if one is given, it is donated to the 
church. If you would like musicians to participate in the service, an organist or pianist receives an 
honorarium of $200 and a soloist receives $100-150. If you wish to have a reception or visitation at the 
church, there may be additional costs associated. Please contact the church office or the pastors and we 
will be happy to discuss your plans. 



Who do I contact about the Memory Garden?  (What’s a Memory Garden?)  
At Decatur First UMC, we have a Memory Garden, which is a quiet place for your loved one’s cremated 
remains. Ashes can be scattered or buried and a plaque on the garden wall honors those who are 
remembered there. If you would like information about the Memory Garden, please contact Jason 
Forster, Executive Pastor, by calling the front office at 404-378-4541.  
 
Can we hire your organist to play for the service? 
We have an organist/pianist on staff who may be contracted to play for a service. If our organist is 
unavailable, we will find or approve a suitable substitute. We only allow live music, not recorded music, 
in a service. 
 
How do I hire a soloist? 
We can arrange to have a soloist for your service, or we can work with a soloist of your choosing. When 
planning the service with the pastor, you can discuss options for music in the service. 
 
Will your pastor do a memorial service for a non-member?   
Yes, our pastors are open to officiating a memorial service regardless of whether or not the deceased or 
their family are members of the church. 
 
How many people will fit in the sanctuary?  Chapel?   
Our sanctuary can hold around 600 people, and our chapel can hold around 250 people. 
 
Do we need to provide flowers for the service? How many?   
You are welcome to arrange to have flowers provided for the service, though this is not required. If you 
would like to have flowers, we recommend having two arrangements- one to go on either side of the 
pulpit. We have worked with several florists in the area and are happy to discuss some options with you. 
 
Can you provide child care during the service?  
We do not typically provide child care during a funeral service, but if you need childcare arranged, we 
can discuss this option. An additional fee would be involved to cover the cost of childcare. Please contact 
the church office at 404-378-4541 to discuss arrangements for childcare. 


