
PLAY TO LEARN
LOVE TO GROW

AT CMO
TALL TALE TIMES 
CHILDREN’S MORNING OUT PROGRAM

DECATUR FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
300 E PONCE DE LEON AVE. DECATUR, GA. 30030 

404-378-4541, EXT. 111 CMO@DECATURFIRST.ORG 
DECATURFIRST.ORG/CHILDRENS-MORNING-OUT

OCT 31 
Extended Deadline for Mabel’s 
Labels CMO Fundraiser

NOV 1-2 
Usborne Book Fair at CMO

NOV 1   
Terrific Thursdays begin in the  
City of Decatur for local shops

NOV 4 
DFUMC begins Christmas toy collection 
for children and senior citizens

NOV 7 
Parent Coffee & Work Day 9:15-11am

NOV 8 
City BBQ Dine Out Fundraiser for DFUMC 
CMO, Preschool and Kindergarten 

NOV 19-23 
Thanksgiving Break (CMO Closed)

NOV 24 
Small Business Saturday and Santa 
on the Square in the City of Decatur 

DEC 7 
City of Decatur Tree Lighting  
Ceremony in the Square

DEC 13 
City of Decatur Bonfire on the Square

DEC 19, 20 & 21 
CMO Nativity Program 
12:30pm Fellowship Hall

DEC 24-JAN 4 
Holiday Break (CMO Closed)

JAN 7 
CMO Resumes 

JAN 17 
Preschool/CMO Open House

JAN 21 
MLK Day (CMO Closed)

JAN 28 
Preschool/CMO Open House

JAN 31 
CMO Priority Registration Due

FEB 4 
Registration Open to the Public

FEB 18 
President’s Day (CMO Closed)

BIRTH ANNOUNCEMENTS
• WALTER, from the DISCOVERY ROOM, welcomed baby sister Abigail into the world on July 2
• KARTER, from the EXPLORER ROOM, welcomed baby brother Kody into the world on August 14
• ELLE, from the EXPLORER ROOM, welcomed baby brother Bennett into the world on August 15 
• JAMESON, from the EXPLORER ROOM, welcomed baby brother Jackson into the world on August 17
• OTTO, from the Sunshine Room, welcomed baby sister Fern into the world on October 4



SEWING SEEDS OF LOVE & REAPING 
A HARVEST OF BLESSINGS. The aim 
of CMO is to help each child develop a 
wholesome self-concept, an eagerness for 
learning, an appropriate value system for 
social growth, and the ability to think and 
work independently and cooperatively in a 
loving, Christian setting.

At CMO, we believe we are partners with parents, working 
toward a shared goal of fulfilling each child’s potential. Our 
purpose is to create an atmosphere in which children will not 
only experience the joy of learning, but will also look forward to 
coming to school each day. 

Teachers follow a curriculum guide each 
month that introduces children to Bible 
stories, themes and verses, colors, shapes, 
animals, books, activities for fine and gross 
motor skill development, convergent 
and divergent art, science and sensory 
experiences, as well as added enrichment 
opportunities outside of class like outdoor 
play, including gardening, music and 

professional storytelling and playmaking. 

We believe predictable routines help  
children feel safe and comfortable at 
school, so each classroom follows a daily 
schedule and teachers ease transitions 
through the use of songs, rhymes, routine 
and positive encouragement. CMO  
operates in accordance with the policies 
of the Decatur First United Methodist 
Church’s Ministry Board, specifically the 

Nurture Team, and is supervised by the Weekday Children’s 
Ministry Committee. The school is certified by the North  
Georgia United Methodist Preschool Association and is  
recognized as a Methodist School of Excellence. The school also 
proudly holds memberships in these organizations:  

Georgia Preschool Association, Association 
of Weekday Church Schools, National  
Association for the Education of the Young 
Child and the North Georgia United  
Methodist Preschool Association. Our 
school holds a license exempt status from 
the state of Georgia Bright From the Start. 

CMO staff is trained to provide a safe, 
warm, nurturing environment that  
encourages the development of each 
child. All staff are CPR and First-Aid  
certified. Our staff attends regional 
workshops and other in-house training 
throughout the year.  Our most recent 
training tied in well with our  “Conscious 
Discipline” classroom management style. 
Education consultant Cheryl Smith Turner 
with REACH TLS, focused on how to  
support young children’s (even babies!) 
social and emotional development and 
provide positive guidance as they develop 
critical social and behavioral skills. Mrs. 
Turner incorporated many of Dr. Becky 
Bailey’s Conscious Discipline tools into her 
hands- on workshop for early childhood  
educators. Conscious Discipline is a  
company dedicated to creating positive, 
brain-smart environments for children, 
families and schools.

We are happy to bring cutting-edge, 
research-based strategies for teachers and 
students into the classrooms. There is a lot 
of free resources online for families who 
are interested in learning more about Dr. 
Bailey, her early childhood education and 
developmental psychology expertise, and 
the Conscious Discipline company. Just go 
to www.consciousdiscipline.com.

CHRISTY FOELSCH 
CREATOR OF KIDS GO WILD
Ms. Christy visits CMO monthly to 
expose children to Kids Go Wild  
storytelling, a performing arts  
program that promotes imagination, 
humor, magic, music and  abstract 
thinking through playmaking.

IT TAKES BIG HEARTS TO SHAPE 
LITTLE MINDS! We are thrilled to 
have such a well-trained and diverse 
group of hard-working people to 
make up the CMO staff. Nearly 100 
percent of our staff are college-  
educated and many hold additional 
certifications in areas specific to  

early childhood education. Each  
member on our staff has an average 
of 15 years of experience in work-
ing with children, and almost all of 
them are parents themselves, with 
children ranging in age from three 
to thirty-eight. Four of our staff are 
multi-lingual, representing six  

different languages. All of our staff 
are passionate about your children  
and are 100 percent dedicated to 
their well-being and development 
at CMO. We hope you enjoy getting 
to know these special people who 
make up the CMO teachers and staff 
this year.

MICHELLE MARSHALL 
DIRECTOR
Birthday: February 12 Favorite 
Things: Hanging out with family, 
hiking, camping, road trips,  
volunteering and all college 
sports. She loves green  
smoothies and coffee.



ANNE EARLE 
MUSIC TEACHER
Birthday: May 28 Favorite Things: Living 
in the City of Decatur, where she and her 
husband raised two boys. She loves a 
variety of arts and crafts and challenges 
herself to produce something interesting 
and different on the CMO long hallway 
bulletin board each month. She considers 
it her “One-Woman Art Show!”

RENITA POOLE 
SUNSHINE ROOM CO-TEACHER
Birthday: June 16 Favorite Things: Giving 
back to her community, Decatur, by  
mentoring youth and volunteering  
with her daughter’s middle school soccer 
and track teams. Ms. Renita loves to  
shop at Target and Starbucks and finds 
personalized gifts very special.  

FRANCES SANCHEZ 
SUNSHINE ROOM CO-TEACHER
Birthday: September 4 Favorite Things: 
Working at CMO because it feels like 
“working around family.” Her biggest  
wish is to travel the world and learn about 
different cultures. She loves reading, 
nature and trips to the mountains. Her 
favorite foods are nuts and pizza!

APRIL HUNTER 
DISCOVERY ROOM CO-TEACHER
Birthday: April 17 Favorite Things: Yoga, history 
podcasts, reading classic novels, going to 
brunch, playing outside with her son and  
enjoying herbal tea and chocolate covered 
pretzels. Her favorite thing about teaching 
is building relationships with children and 
helping them socialize while learning.

JOANNA DUKE 
ASSISTANT TO THE DIRECTOR
Birthday: August 24 Favorite Things: Living 
in the City of Decatur, worship at All  
Souls Fellowship Community Bible Study. 
She enjoys live music with her husband, 
and anything homgrown, outside or  
nature-based with her family, especially 
trips to the mountains. Her favorite treats 
are nuts and dark chocolate.

STACY ISBELL 
DISCOVERY ROOM CO-TEACHER
Birthday: March 22 Favorite Things: Getting 
to know the CMO families and watching the 
children grow. She loves attending sporting 
events, concerts, and shopping. She is a huge 
University of Alabama football fan. Her favorite 
treats are Spree candy, Good ‘n Plenty, licorice 
and eating out at Melton’s or Ragin’ Burrito. 

YEISEL FINALE 
EXPLORER ROOM CO-TEACHER
Birthday: March 1 Favorite Things: Going 
to Atlanta United games, trips the to 
beach and hiking with her husband and 
two kids. She also enjoys staying active in 
her children’s schools and volunteering at 
the Triumph Youth Soccer Club. 

ANGIE LOWERY 
EXPLORER ROOM CO-TEACHER
Birthday: December 9 Favorite Things: 
Starbucks coffee and getting her nails 
done. Her favorite candy is Reese’s or  
anything with chocolate and peanut butter. 
She’s creative and loves doing art with her 
two kids, as well as creating projects for her 
classroom. She loves trying new restaurants 
and going on vacation with her family.

LYNN PEEK 
CORNER ROOM CO-TEACHER
Birthday: January 23 Favorite Things:  
Ms. Lynn is a DFUMC member and  
has always been very involved in their 
Children’s Ministry. She enjoys spending 
time with her grown daughters and six 
grandchildren. She enjoys singing, reading, 
walking, water aerobics and cashews.

JULIA PHELPS 
CORNER ROOM CO-TEACHER
Birthday: June 15 Favorite Things: Giving and 
receiving unconditional love and joy from  
the children she teaches. She loves flowers, 
gardening and time outdoors with her kids. 
She also loves art and has more energy than 
most of the two-year-olds in her classroom! 
She and her family are members of DFUMC.

HELEN AEMRO 
BEGINNER ROOM CO-TEACHER
Birthday: June 19 Favorite Things: Going to 
church with her husband and two boys 
at St. Mary Ethiopian Orthodox Church, 
where she has sang in the choir and taught 
Sunday School for 15 years. She also loves 
candles, flowers and going to the beach.

ANGELLA SMITH 
BEGINNER ROOM CO-TEACHER
Birthday: December 9 Favorite Things: 
God and children. She loves to cook, 
decorate and have fun, especially  
singing and dancing to reggae music. 
She is excited to be getting married in 
Jamaica over Christmas Break. 


