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OTHER NEWS
• BIRTHDAY CARD BRIGADE: Our next birthday card signing is 

Thursday July 19 from 12:30-1:30pm in Room 207. Please join  
us to sign birthday cards for our children, high school and  
college-age youth. Valda Hammersley: 678-787-5293

• JULY MISSION FOCUS: In July, Decatur First is collecting twin 
sheets and comforters for Catholic Refugee Charities of Atlanta. 
Place items at the back of the Sanctuary and they will be brought 
to the church office. For more information, email  
Nathan Rowell: nathanrowell@hotmail.com

• CAFÉ DECATUR STARTS WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 8: Café Decatur 
is offered Wednesdays from 5:00-6:30pm in the Fellowship Hall.  
It takes a friendly crew of folks to make dinner run smoothly.  
If you can come a little early, or stay a little late, then you can  
serve your church family and meet some new friends. Email  
Matt Goodman for more info: mgoodman@decaturfirst.org

• SUPPORT GROUPS: The Greater Decatur churches offer or  
host support groups throughout the week. None of us are  
meant to carry our burdens alone. For a list of groups, please visit 
www.greaterdecatur.org/support-groups.

FOR MORE INFORMATION
REV. DALTON RUSHING, SENIOR PASTOR 
drushing@decaturfirst.org

REV. JOYA ABRAMS, ASSOCIATE PASTOR 
jabrams@decaturfirst.org

JOHN COWDEN, MUSIC 
jcowden@decaturfirst.org

ROBIN HARP, CHILDREN 
rharp@decaturfirst.org

TAYLOR KAISER, YOUTH 
tkaiser@decaturfirst.org

CONTRIBUTIONS & ATTENDANCE

JULY 8, 2018 8:45AM 11:00AM 11:15AM

ATTENDANCE 70 257 53

TOTAL CONTRIBUTIONS $26,235
YTD CONTRIBUTIONS $689,554

1. SPECIAL OFFERING today for Murphy-Harpst Children's Home. 
Their mission is to provide a safe and nurturing environment 
where severely abused and neglected children and teenagers  
can thrive and heal toward a goal of re-engaging with society 
and leading productive lives. Please indicate your gift is for  
Murphy Harpst on the envelope or check.

2. YOUTH FUN IN JULY (RSVP: tkaiser@decaturfirst.org) 
-JULY 19 (weather permitting) Tubing on Chattahoochee (MS/HS) 
-JULY 20: Welcome for incoming 6th graders@NinjaKour Gym 
-JULY 26: Hiking at Sweetwater Creek State Park (MS and HS) 
FULL INFO ONLINE: DECATURFIRST.ORG/YOUTH

3. BLOOD DRIVE: Wednesday, July 18 from 2:30-7:30pm in the 
Fellowship Hall. Visit redcrossblood.org and use sponsor code 
“DFUMC” or call 1-800-RED-CROSS to schedule a time.

4. SUNDAY, AUGUST 5: BACK TO SCHOOL! BACK TO CHURCH! 
Children move to their new Sunday School classrooms based  
on age. Sunday School begins at 9:45am every Sunday for kids 
age 2 through 5th grade. A nursery is available Sundays from 
8:30am–12:15pm on the bottom floor of the main church  
building. Blessing of the Backpacks during ALL worship  
services. {Bring your backpack to church!}

5. COFFEE WITH THE PASTORS: Sunday, August 19 at 9:45am  
we’ll host a Coffee with the Pastors, for those considering  
taking membership vows at Decatur First. We will welcome new 
members in all services on Sunday, August 26. For info, email 
Janice Yates: jyates@decaturfirst.org

Top 5
THINGS TO KNOW THIS WEEK



ORDER OF WORSHIP

GATHERING

PRELUDE On Eagle's Wings | M. Joncas Neil Thompson

WELCOME & THE RITUAL OF FELLOWSHIP Rev. Dalton Rushing

There will be no children's procession or reflection time during 
the month of July. These worship elements will resume in August.  
Children of all ages are invited to participate in all of our worship 
services. Nursery services are available until 12:15pm on the 1st 
floor for kids up to the age of rising Kindergarten, if needed.

INTROIT  Chancel Choir Ensemble 
 Holy God, We Praise Thy Name | Katholisches Gesangbuch

Holy God, we praise thy name; Lord of all, we bow before thee;  
all on earth thy scepter claim; all in heaven above adore thee.  
Infinite thy vast domain; everlasting is thy reign. Holy Father, 
Holy Son, Holy Spirit: three we name thee, though in essence 
only one; undivided God we claim thee, and adoring bend the 
knee while we own the mystery.

*CALL TO WORSHIP  Taylor Kaiser

LEADER: The Lord be with you. 
PEOPLE: And also with you. 
LEADER: I was glad when they said unto me, 
PEOPLE: Let us go into the house of the Lord. 
LEADER: Let us worship God who loves us all.

*HYMN NO. 61  Come, Thou Almighty King

PASTORAL PRAYER  Rev. Dalton Rushing

THE LORD'S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name. 
Thy Kingdom come,  
thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
and the glory, forever. Amen.

HEARING THE WORD

*SCRIPTURE John 1:1-5; 9-14 Christina Cassidy

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, 

and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. 
All things came into being through him, and without him 
not one thing came into being. What has come into being in 
him was life, and the life was the light of all people. The light 
shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. 
The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into 
the world.

He was in the world, and the world came into being through 
him; yet the world did not know him. He came to what was 
his own, and his own people did not accept him. But to all 
who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power 
to become children of God, who were born, not of blood or 
of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God.

And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we 
have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of 
grace and truth.

LEADER: The Word of God for the people of God. 
PEOPLE: Thanks be to God.

CHILDREN'S MOMENT  Rev. Dalton Rushing

SCRIPTURE 2 Corinthians 13:11-13 Christina Cassidy

Finally, brothers and sisters, farewell. Put things in order, 
listen to my appeal, agree with one another, live in peace; 
and the God of love and peace will be with you. Greet one 
another with a holy kiss. All the saints greet you. The grace of 
the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 
the Holy Spirit be with all of you.

LEADER: The Word of God for the people of God. 
PEOPLE: Thanks be to God.

SERMON  Rev. Dalton Rushing

RESPONDING TO THE WORD

*HYMN NO. 77  How Great Thou Art

OFFERTORY PRAYER  Rev. Dalton Rushing

OFFERING  Chancel Choir Ensemble 
 Gloria (from 12th Mass.) | W.A. Mozart

Translation: Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace,  
good will to all. We praise thee. We bless thee. We worship thee. We 
glorify thee. We give thanks for thy great glory. O Lord God, heavenly 
King, God the Father Almighty. O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus 
Christ; O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, that takest away 
the sins of the world, have mercy upon us.

*DOXOLOGY NO. 95  Old 100th Alt 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God, all creatures here below; 

Praise God above, ye heavenly host;  
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.

*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING Taylor Kaiser

Faithful God, you do not turn from us, and your compassion 
never fails us.  All we have needed, you have provided.  As 
you have given to us, we now give to you.  Accept these gifts 
as a sign of our thankfulness.  Transform them into signs of 
your faithfulness in our broken world.  Amen.

GOING OUT TO SERVE

*HYMN NO. 64  Holy, Holy, Holy

*BENEDICTION  Rev. Dalton Rushing

*GREETING

POSTLUDE Great Is the Lord | M. Smith Neil Thompson

*Please stand as you are able.

WELCOME TO DECATUR FIRST
No matter who you are, where you have been, or  

what you have done, you are loved and welcome here.

PARKING INFORMATION 
Parking can be a bit tricky in downtown Decatur, but don’t worry, 
churchgoers can park at the Wells Fargo Deck right across the street for 
free during Sunday morning services. Save your parking stub and ask 
for a parking voucher from a greeter or usher.

CALL THE PASTOR ON CALL 
If you need to reach the pastors for a pastoral emergency such as a 
death in the family or hospitalization and the church office is closed, 
call (678) 661-9425.

NURSERY SERVICES 
Children of all ages are welcome in worship. Nursery services open at 
8:30am on the 1st floor of the main church building for infants up to 
age 4. Children ages 2 and older may participate in age appropriate 
Sunday School lessons at 9:45am. Infants through pre-K may remain 
on the 1st floor until 12:15pm.

RESTROOMS 
Restrooms are located down the steps behind the sanctuary or in 
front of the sanctuary in the main hallway. A family bathroom, with a 
changing table, is located on that hallway, as well.

NOTES
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OTHER NEWS
• BIRTHDAY CARD BRIGADE: Our next birthday card signing is 

Thursday July 19 from 12:30-1:30pm in Room 207. Please join  
us to sign birthday cards for our children, high school and  
college-age youth. Valda Hammersley: 678-787-5293

• JULY MISSION FOCUS: In July, Decatur First is collecting twin 
sheets and comforters for Catholic Refugee Charities of Atlanta. 
Place items at the back of the Sanctuary and they will be brought 
to the church office. For more information, email  
Nathan Rowell: nathanrowell@hotmail.com

• CAFÉ DECATUR STARTS WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 8: Café Decatur 
is offered Wednesdays from 5:00-6:30pm in the Fellowship Hall.  
It takes a friendly crew of folks to make dinner run smoothly.  
If you can come a little early, or stay a little late, then you can  
serve your church family and meet some new friends. Email  
Matt Goodman for more info: mgoodman@decaturfirst.org

• SUPPORT GROUPS: The Greater Decatur churches offer or  
host support groups throughout the week. None of us are  
meant to carry our burdens alone. For a list of groups, please visit 
www.greaterdecatur.org/support-groups.

FOR MORE INFORMATION
REV. DALTON RUSHING, SENIOR PASTOR 
drushing@decaturfirst.org

REV. JOYA ABRAMS, ASSOCIATE PASTOR 
jabrams@decaturfirst.org

JOHN COWDEN, MUSIC 
jcowden@decaturfirst.org

ROBIN HARP, CHILDREN 
rharp@decaturfirst.org

TAYLOR KAISER, YOUTH 
tkaiser@decaturfirst.org

CONTRIBUTIONS & ATTENDANCE

JULY 8, 2018 8:45AM 11:00AM 11:15AM

ATTENDANCE 70 257 53

TOTAL CONTRIBUTIONS $26,235
YTD CONTRIBUTIONS $689,554

1. SPECIAL OFFERING today for Murphy-Harpst Children's Home. 
Their mission is to provide a safe and nurturing environment 
where severely abused and neglected children and teenagers  
can thrive and heal toward a goal of re-engaging with society 
and leading productive lives. Please indicate your gift is for  
Murphy Harpst on the envelope or check.

2. YOUTH FUN IN JULY (RSVP: tkaiser@decaturfirst.org) 
-JULY 19 (weather permitting) Tubing on Chattahoochee (MS/HS) 
-JULY 20: Welcome for incoming 6th graders@NinjaKour Gym 
-JULY 26: Hiking at Sweetwater Creek State Park (MS and HS) 
FULL INFO ONLINE: DECATURFIRST.ORG/YOUTH

3. BLOOD DRIVE: Wednesday, July 18 from 2:30-7:30pm in the 
Fellowship Hall. Visit redcrossblood.org and use sponsor code 
“DFUMC” or call 1-800-RED-CROSS to schedule a time.

4. SUNDAY, AUGUST 5: BACK TO SCHOOL! BACK TO CHURCH! 
Children move to their new Sunday School classrooms based  
on age. Sunday School begins at 9:45am every Sunday for kids 
age 2 through 5th grade. A nursery is available Sundays from 
8:30am–12:15pm on the bottom floor of the main church  
building. Blessing of the Backpacks during ALL worship  
services. {Bring your backpack to church!}

5. COFFEE WITH THE PASTORS: Sunday, August 19 at 9:45am  
we’ll host a Coffee with the Pastors, for those considering  
taking membership vows at Decatur First. We will welcome new 
members in all services on Sunday, August 26. For info, email 
Janice Yates: jyates@decaturfirst.org

Top 5
THINGS TO KNOW THIS WEEK



ORDER OF WORSHIP

GATHERING

WELCOME & THE RITUAL OF FELLOWSHIP Rev. Dalton Rushing

PRELUDE On Eagle's Wings | M. Joncas Neil Thompson

*CALL TO WORSHIP  Rev. Joya Abrams

LEADER: The Lord be with you. 
PEOPLE: And also with you. 
LEADER: I was glad when they said unto me, 
PEOPLE: Let us go into the house of the Lord. 
LEADER: Let us worship God who loves us all.

*HYMN NO. 61  Come, Thou Almighty King

PASTORAL PRAYER  Rev. Joya Abrams

HEARING THE WORD

SCRIPTURE  Kathleen Copeland

JOHN 1:1-5; 9-14

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, 
and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. 
All things came into being through him, and without him 
not one thing came into being. What has come into being in 
him was life, and the life was the light of all people. The light 
shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. 
The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into 
the world.

He was in the world, and the world came into being through 
him; yet the world did not know him. He came to what was 
his own, and his own people did not accept him. But to all 
who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power 
to become children of God, who were born, not of blood or of 
the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God.

And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have 
seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace 
and truth.

2 CORINTHIANS 13:11-13

Finally, brothers and sisters, farewell. Put things in order,  
listen to my appeal, agree with one another, live in peace;  
and the God of love and peace will be with you. Greet one 
another with a holy kiss. All the saints greet you. The grace of 
the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 
the Holy Spirit be with all of you.

LEADER: The Word of God for the people of God. 
PEOPLE: Thanks be to God.

SERMON  Rev. Dalton Rushing

RESPONDING TO THE WORD

OFFERTORY PRAYER  Rev. Joya Abrams

OFFERING  Part the Waters 
 Owen Mitnitsky, soloist, Sarah Smith Elementary School

*DOXOLOGY NO. 95  Old 100th Alt 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God, all creatures here below; 
Praise God above, ye heavenly host;  
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.

*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING Rev. Joya Abrams

Faithful God, you do not turn from us, and your compassion 
never fails us.  All we have needed, you have provided.  As 
you have given to us, we now give to you.  Accept these gifts 
as a sign of our thankfulness.  Transform them into signs of 
your faithfulness in our broken world.  Amen.

*HYMN NO. 77  How Great Thou Art

INVITATION, CONFESSION & PARDON Rev. Joya Abrams

ALL: Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned 
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 
done, and by what we have left undone. For the sake of 
your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your name. Amen.

LEADER: Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive all your 
sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all  
goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in 
eternal life. Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING Rev. Joya Abrams

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

The pastor continues ... 

And so, with your people on earth and all the company in heaven 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven  
and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest.

The pastor continues ... 

And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ, 
we offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving 
        as a holy and living sacrifice, 
        in union with Christ’s offering for us, 
as we proclaim the mystery of the faith.

Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again.

The pastor continues ... 

All honor and glory is yours, almighty God, now and forever. 
Amen.

THE LORD'S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name. 
Thy Kingdom come,  
thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
and the glory, forever. Amen.

SHARING OF THE BREAD AND CUP

Communion is open to everyone, no exceptions.   
All the communion bread is gluten, egg, and dairy free.  

Communion Servers: Rev. Dalton Rushing, Rev. Joya Abrams, 
Rick and Lisa Gillig

PRAYER AFTER RECEIVING  Rev. Joya Abrams

Eternal God, we give you thanks for this holy mystery in 
which you have given yourself to us. Grant that we may go 
into the world in the strength of your spirit to give ourselves 
for others. In the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen.

GOING OUT TO SERVE

*HYMN NO. 64  Holy, Holy, Holy

*BENEDICTION  Rev. Dalton Rushing

POSTLUDE Great Is the Lord | M. Smith Neil Thompson

*Please stand as you are able.

WELCOME TO DECATUR FIRST
No matter who you are, where you have been, or  

what you have done, you are loved and welcome here.

PARKING INFORMATION 
Parking can be a bit tricky in downtown Decatur, but don’t worry, 
churchgoers can park at the Wells Fargo Deck right across the street for 
free during Sunday morning services. Save your parking stub and ask 
for a parking voucher from a greeter or usher.

CALL THE PASTOR ON CALL 
If you need to reach the pastors for a pastoral emergency such as a 
death in the family or hospitalization and the church office is closed, 
call (678) 661-9425.

NURSERY SERVICES 
Children of all ages are welcome in worship. Nursery services open at 
8:30am on the 1st floor of the main church building for infants up to 
age 4. Children ages 2 and older may participate in age appropriate 
Sunday School lessons at 9:45am. Infants through pre-K may remain 
on the 1st floor until 12:15pm.

RESTROOMS 
Restrooms are located down the steps behind the sanctuary or in 
front of the sanctuary in the main hallway. A family bathroom, with a 
changing table, is located on that hallway, as well.

NOTES


