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OTHER NEWS
• FIRST STEPS IN MUSIC: Classes begin today at 5:30pm and 

Monday, August 20 at 10am. We invite you to come and spend 
some special musical time with your children as we move, sway, 
sing and play instruments. For more information contact  
Michele Wright: mwright@decaturfirst.org

• TRAIL MIX OUTING (MINISTRY WITH 4 & 5TH GRADERS) ON 
SATURDAY, AUGUST 25 we'll hike/walk alongside Sweetwater 
Creek! Meet up in the DFUMC parking lot at 9am. Bring a sack 
lunch and we’ll eat along the trail.  To RSVP or chaperone contact 
Robin Harp, rharp@decaturfirst, by Wednesday, August 22.

• THE WRITE CONNECTION | WEDNESDAYS | 6:00-7:30PM 
You will write brief creative pieces in group, listen and try your 
hand at some “homework” writing. No grading, critiquing or 
editing! {class limit of 15 participants} 
• SEPT 5, 12, 19, 26   • OCT 3, 10, 17, 24, 31   • NOV 7, 14, 28 (no 
class November 21) Contact Rev. Allison Rhodes: 404-484-9211 
allison3rhodes@gmail.com

• FINANCIAL PEACE UNIVERISTY: WEDNESDAY, OCT 3-DEC 12 
6:30-8:00PM: Financial Peace University (FPU), a 9-week program 
taught by Dave Ramsey, teaches families and individuals how to 
handle their money through common-sense principles and small 
group accountability. Class will not meet October 31 or November 
21. FOR MORE INFO: decaturfirst.org/financial-peace

• CHURCH OFFICE: The Church Office is closed Fridays in August.

FOR MORE INFORMATION
REV. DALTON RUSHING, SENIOR PASTOR 
drushing@decaturfirst.org

REV. JOYA ABRAMS, ASSOCIATE PASTOR 
jabrams@decaturfirst.org

JOHN COWDEN, MUSIC 
jcowden@decaturfirst.org

ROBIN HARP, CHILDREN 
rharp@decaturfirst.org

TAYLOR KAISER, YOUTH 
tkaiser@decaturfirst.org

For more information, visit our website decaturfirst.org or 
sign-up for our email list: decaturfirst.org/email-sign-up

CONTRIBUTIONS & ATTENDANCE

AUGUST 12, 2018 8:45AM 11:00AM 11:15AM

ATTENDANCE 91 317 87

TOTAL CONTRIBUTIONS $25,817

YTD CONTRIBUTIONS $809,979

1. SPIRITUAL FORMATION BOOK FAIR: Sunday, August 26 from 
9:45-11am. Our Cokesbury representative, Faith Patton, will be in 
attendance to provide advice and guidance regarding curriculum, 
topical studies, Bible study resources, etc. for both Sunday School 
and Small Groups who may meet at other times. Books and  
materials may be ordered at the fair. Coffee and refreshments will 
be served. For more information, please email Phyllis Conard: 
grow@decaturfirst.org or visit decaturfirst.org/book-fair.

2. CHILDREN'S MINISTRY OPPORTUNITIES: Do you love to see 
children involved in our church? Could you do something simple 
to show them that you care? 
 
 

- Consider offering 15 minutes of your time to assist Ms. Robin with  
  “Reflection Time” during the 11 am Traditional worship service. No  
  preparation required. You exit the sanctuary after the children’s 
  moment with the kids and assist with ushering them safely into 
  room 211 and back to their seats.   
 

- The 4th & 5th grade Sunday School class shares a simple breakfast  
  at the beginning of each class.  To volunteer to bring simple items  
  (fruit, bagels, etc.) any Sunday throughout the year. 
 
 

- Children’s Ministries still needs two  - 2 year-old Sunday School  
  teachers (who are assisted by nursery staff and music leaders) and  
  two more 2nd grade teachers.  
 

Contact Robin Harp, rharp@decaturfirst.org, to sign-up.

3. GREATER DECATUR WOMEN'S RETREAT INTEREST MEETING 
TODAY from 12:30-12:45pm in Room 209. We would like to have 
a representative from each Sunday School class, UMW circle and 
CAYA at this brief meeting. For more information, contact  
Melinda Mobley: 404-354-1421 or mmobley596@comcast.net

4. CAFÉ DECATUR | WEDNESDAYS | 5:00-6:30PM 
FELLOWSHIP HALL | COST: $6/person AUGUST 22 MENU 
ADULTS: beef pot roast, roasted potatoes, carrots, rolls,  
brownies/lemon bars KIDS: chicken fingers, roasted potatoes, 
carrots, rolls, brownies/lemon bars

5. GREATER DECATUR COMMUNITY CONVERSATIONS: Once a 
month in 2018, the Greater Decatur Churches present a mod-
erated panel discussion of experts in topics of concern to our 
community. We hope you'll join us at 7:00pm in the Sanctuary at 
North Decatur UMC (1523 Church St) for these important topics:  
SEPTEMBER 16   LGBTQ INTERSECTIONS 
OCTOBER 7           IMMIGRATION 
NOVEMBER 4       DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES

Top 5
THINGS TO KNOW THIS WEEK



ORDER OF WORSHIP

GATHERING

PRELUDE The Lord's Prayer | A. Malotte Neil Thompson

WELCOME & THE RITUAL OF FELLOWSHIP Rev. Dalton Rushing

During the announcements all children are invited to meet in 
the back of the sanctuary to lead a simple procession and call 
to worship. They will return to their seats shortly after. After the 
Children's Moment, children are invited to meet Ms. Robin at the 
front of the sanctuary (to the right of the pulpit) if they would 
like to participate in a “reflection time” in room 211 during the 
sermon. Children will return to sit with their families during the 
hymn following the sermon.

INTROIT  Chancel Choir 
 Make Me a Channel of Your Peace | arr. M. Hayes

Make me a channel of Your peace. Where there’s despair in 
life, let me bring hope, where there is darkness, only light, 
and where there’s sadness, ever joy. Oh, Master, grant that I 
may never seek so much to be consoled as to console, to be 
understood as to understand, to be loved as to love with all 
my soul. Make me a channel of Your peace. It is in pardoning 
that we are pardoned, in giving of ourselves that we receive, 
and in dying that we’re born to eternal life.

*CALL TO WORSHIP  The Children

CHILDREN: The Lord be with you. 
PEOPLE: And also with you. 
CHILDREN: All you who stand in the Lord's house 
PEOPLE: Sing praises to God's name because it is beautiful!

*HYMN NO. 121  There's a Wideness in God's Mercy

PASTORAL PRAYER  Rev. Dalton Rushing

THE LORD'S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
and the glory, forever. Amen.

HEARING THE WORD

*SCRIPTURE Luke 10:25-37 Laura Baker

Just then a lawyer stood up to test Jesus. “Teacher,” he said, 
“what must I do to inherit eternal life?” He said to him, “What 
is written in the law? What do you read there?” He answered, 
“You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and 
with all your soul, and with all your strength, and with all 
your mind; and your neighbor as yourself.” And he said to 
him, “You have given the right answer; do this, and you will 
live.” But wanting to justify himself, he asked Jesus, “And who 
is my neighbor?” Jesus replied, “A man was going down from 
Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell into the hands of robbers, who 
stripped him, beat him, and went away, leaving him half 
dead. Now by chance a priest was going down that road; and 
when he saw him, he passed by on the other side. So likewise 
a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by 
on the other side. But a Samaritan while traveling came near 
him; and when he saw him, he was moved with pity. He went 
to him and bandaged his wounds, having poured oil and 
wine on them. Then he put him on his own animal, brought 
him to an inn, and took care of him. The next day he took 
out two denarii, gave them to the innkeeper, and said, ‘Take 
care of him; and when I come back, I will repay you whatever 
more you spend.’ Which of these three, do you think, was a 
neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of the robbers?” 
He said, “The one who showed him mercy.” Jesus said to him, 
“Go and do likewise.”

LEADER: The Word of God for the people of God. 
PEOPLE: Thanks be to God.

CHILDREN'S MOMENT  Rev. Dalton Rushing

Children are invited to participate in "Reflection Time," which 
meets in room 211 across from the sanctuary. Meet Ms. Robin  
at the sanctuary exit to the right of the pulpit immediately  
following the Children's Moment. Children will return to their 
seats at the hymn following the sermon.

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE

Jesu, Jesu, fill us with your love, 
show us how to serve 
the neighbors we have from you.

SERMON    The One Who Showed Mercy Rev. Dalton Rushing

RESPONDING TO THE WORD

*HYMN NO. 431  Let There Be Peace on Earth

*OFFERTORY PRAYER  Melinda Mobley

God of all people, you have generously given great gifts of 
love and time, money and ability. We return to you the work of 
our hands and our hearts and our lives. Use them and multiply 
them so that our neighbors will know your love. Amen.

OFFERING  Chancel Choir 
 The Last Words of David | R. Thompson

He that ruleth over men must be just, ruling in the fear of 
God. And he shall be as the light of the morning when the 
sun riseth, even a morning without clouds; as the tender 
grass springing out of the earth by clear shining after rain. 
Alleluia. Amen

*DOXOLOGY NO. 95  Old 100th Alt 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God, all creatures here below; 
Praise God above, ye heavenly host;  
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.

GOING OUT TO SERVE

*HYMN NO. 593  Here I Am, Lord

*BENEDICTION  Rev. Dalton Rushing

*GREETING

POSTLUDE Reflection on Jerusalem | C. Parry Neil Thompson

WELCOME TO DECATUR FIRST
No matter who you are, where you have been, or  

what you have done, you are loved and welcome here.

PARKING INFORMATION 
Parking can be a bit tricky in downtown Decatur, but don’t worry, 
churchgoers can park at the Wells Fargo Deck right across the street for 
free during Sunday morning services. Save your parking stub and ask 
for a parking voucher from a greeter or usher.

CALL THE PASTOR ON CALL 
If you need to reach the pastors for a pastoral emergency such as a 
death in the family or hospitalization and the church office is closed, 
call (678) 661-9425.

NURSERY SERVICES 
Children of all ages are welcome in worship. Nursery services open at 
8:30am on the 1st floor of the main church building for infants up to 
age 4. Children ages 2 and older may participate in age appropriate 
Sunday School lessons at 9:45am. Infants through pre-K may remain 
on the 1st floor until 12:15pm.

RESTROOMS 
Restrooms are located down the steps behind the sanctuary or in 
front of the sanctuary in the main hallway. A family bathroom, with a 
changing table, is located on that hallway, as well.

NOTES
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  “Reflection Time” during the 11 am Traditional worship service. No  
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- Children’s Ministries still needs two  - 2 year-old Sunday School  
  teachers (who are assisted by nursery staff and music leaders) and  
  two more 2nd grade teachers.  
 

Contact Robin Harp, rharp@decaturfirst.org, to sign-up.

3. GREATER DECATUR WOMEN'S RETREAT INTEREST MEETING 
TODAY from 12:30-12:45pm in Room 209. We would like to have 
a representative from each Sunday School class, UMW circle and 
CAYA at this brief meeting. For more information, contact  
Melinda Mobley: 404-354-1421 or mmobley596@comcast.net
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5. GREATER DECATUR COMMUNITY CONVERSATIONS: Once a 
month in 2018, the Greater Decatur Churches present a mod-
erated panel discussion of experts in topics of concern to our 
community. We hope you'll join us at 7:00pm in the Sanctuary at 
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ORDER OF WORSHIP

GATHERING
WELCOME & THE RITUAL OF FELLOWSHIP Rev. Dalton Rushing

PRELUDE    Open My Eyes, That I May See | C. Scott Neil Thompson

*CALL TO WORSHIP  John Cowden
LEADER: As neighbors we sing of peace and of light 
PEOPLE: for ourselves and for all, a dawn to our night. 
LEADER: Let us all sing with one heart and one voice 
PEOPLE: the Song of the Singer in whom we rejoice.

*HYMN NO. 121  There's a Wideness in God's Mercy

PRAYERS  Rev. Joya Abrams

HEARING THE WORD
SCRIPTURE Luke 10:25-37 Robert Coons

Just then a lawyer stood up to test Jesus. “Teacher,” he said, 
“what must I do to inherit eternal life?” He said to him, “What 
is written in the law? What do you read there?” He answered, 
“You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and 
with all your soul, and with all your strength, and with all 
your mind; and your neighbor as yourself.” And he said to 
him, “You have given the right answer; do this, and you will 
live.” But wanting to justify himself, he asked Jesus, “And who 
is my neighbor?” Jesus replied, “A man was going down from 
Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell into the hands of robbers, who 
stripped him, beat him, and went away, leaving him half 
dead. Now by chance a priest was going down that road; and 
when he saw him, he passed by on the other side. So likewise 
a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by 
on the other side. But a Samaritan while traveling came near 
him; and when he saw him, he was moved with pity. He went 
to him and bandaged his wounds, having poured oil and 
wine on them. Then he put him on his own animal, brought 
him to an inn, and took care of him. The next day he took 
out two denarii, gave them to the innkeeper, and said, ‘Take 
care of him; and when I come back, I will repay you whatever 
more you spend.’ Which of these three, do you think, was a 
neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of the robbers?” 
He said, “The one who showed him mercy.” Jesus said to him, 
“Go and do likewise.”

LEADER: The Word of God for the people of God. 
PEOPLE: Thanks be to God.

SERMON    The One Who Showed Mercy Rev. Dalton Rushing

RESPONDING TO THE WORD
CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE

Jesu, Jesu, fill us with your love, 
show us how to serve 
the neighbors we have from you.

OFFERTORY PRAYER  Rev. Dalton Rushing

OFFERING  Neil Thompson

*DOXOLOGY NO. 95  Old 100th Alt 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God, all creatures here below; 
Praise God above, ye heavenly host;  
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.

*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING John Cowden

God of all people, you have generously given great gifts of 
love and time, money and ability. We return to you the work of 
our hands and our hearts and our lives. Use them and multiply 
them so that our neighbors will know your love. Amen.

*HYMN NO. 431  Let There Be Peace on Earth

CONFESSION & PARDON  Rev. Joya Abrams

PEOPLE: Holy God, we come before You in humility, 
For we do not live as we ought. We do not love You  
with our whole heart and mind and strength. 
We do not love our neighbor as ourselves. So we pray, in 
all humility, that You will change our hearts and minds, 
That You will show us again how to love others the way 
You love us, that You will put power and courage in our 
hearts to do your will. This we pray in Jesus’ name  
and for His sake. Amen.

LEADER: Friends, let us hear the Good News: 
In God we are loved. 
In Christ we are forgiven. 
In the Spirit we are empowered to begin anew. 
Alleluia, Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

The pastor continues ... 

And so, with your people on earth and all the company in heaven 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven  
and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest.

The pastor continues ... 

And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus 
Christ, we offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving 
        as a holy and living sacrifice, 
        in union with Christ’s offering for us, 
as we proclaim the mystery of the faith.

Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again.
The pastor continues ... 

All honor and glory is yours, almighty God, now and forever. 
Amen.

THE LORD'S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name. 
Thy Kingdom come,  
thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
and the glory, forever. Amen.

SHARING OF THE BREAD AND CUP
Communion is open to everyone, no exceptions.   

All the communion bread is gluten, egg, and dairy free.  
Communion Servers: Rev. Dalton Rushing, Rev. Joya Abrams 

the Hall Family

PRAYER AFTER RECEIVING
Eternal God, we give you thanks for this holy mystery in 
which you have given yourself to us. Grant that we may go 
into the world in the strength of your spirit to give ourselves 
for others. In the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen.

GOING OUT TO SERVE
*HYMN NO. 593  Here I Am, Lord

*BENEDICTION  Rev. Dalton Rushing

POSTLUDE Reflection on Jerusalem | C. Parry Neil Thompson

WELCOME TO DECATUR FIRST
No matter who you are, where you have been, or  

what you have done, you are loved and welcome here.

PARKING INFORMATION 
Parking can be a bit tricky in downtown Decatur, but don’t worry, 
churchgoers can park at the Wells Fargo Deck right across the street for 
free during Sunday morning services. Save your parking stub and ask 
for a parking voucher from a greeter or usher.

CALL THE PASTOR ON CALL 
If you need to reach the pastors for a pastoral emergency such as a 
death in the family or hospitalization and the church office is closed, 
call (678) 661-9425.

NURSERY SERVICES 
Children of all ages are welcome in worship. Nursery services open at 
8:30am on the 1st floor of the main church building for infants up to 
age 4. Children ages 2 and older may participate in age appropriate 
Sunday School lessons at 9:45am. Infants through pre-K may remain 
on the 1st floor until 12:15pm.

RESTROOMS 
Restrooms are located down the steps behind the sanctuary or in 
front of the sanctuary in the main hallway. A family bathroom, with a 
changing table, is located on that hallway, as well.

NOTES


