
WELCOME TO DECATUR FIRST
No matter who you are, where you have been, what you have been up to  

or who you love, you are loved and welcome here.

RESTROOM: A restroom is located in the back of the Chapel, as well as through the doors at the front left of the Chapel.

CHILDREN IN WORSHIP: Children of all ages are welcome in worship! Some parents prefer to keep their kids  
with them in the chapel, while others prefer to use the church nursery for infants up to age 4. Either way is fine!  
The nursery is open from 8:30am-12:15pm on the first floor of the main building. Children ages 2 and older may 
participate in age appropriate Sunday school lessons from 9:45-10:45am in the main building.

WAYS TO GIVE: Giving to Christ through the church can be a sacrifice, but it shouldn’t be complicated. You can 
drop your cash or check in the offering plate during worship, or give online by credit/debit card at decaturfirst.org/
give-online, or make a gift by texting DECATUR + amount (example Decatur $100) to 73256.

PRAYER: Prayer changes things. If you are looking for prayer support, you can complete a purple prayer card and 
place it in the offering plate or email pray@decaturfirst.org.

PASTOR ON CALL: Emergencies rarely cooperate with office hours. If you have a pastoral emergency such as a 
death or hospitalization when the church is closed, call 678-661-9425 to reach a pastor.

PARKING: If you have trouble finding a spot in our parking lot, you can park at the High House or the Wells Fargo 
Deck right across the street while you are worshipping at Decatur First. Just save your parking stub and ask for a 
parking voucher from a greeter or usher.

FOR MORE INFORMATION
It is a joy to worship together this morning. If you have any questions, don’t hesitate to reach out!

REV. DALTON RUSHING • SENIOR PASTOR • drushing@decaturfirst.org

REV. JOYA ABRAMS • ASSOCIATE PASTOR • jabrams@decaturfirst.org

CATHERINE BREED • CHILDREN • cbreed@decaturfirst.org

JANA CLACK • CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR • jclack@decaturfirst.org

JOHN COWDEN • MUSIC • jcowden@decaturfirst.org

TAYLOR KAISER • YOUTH • tkaiser@decaturfirst.org

For more, visit decaturfirst.org or sign-up for our email list: decaturfirst.org/email-sign-up
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ELEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST



TOP 5 THINGS TO KNOW THIS WEEK

1. THE CHURCH COUNCIL REQUESTS YOUR ATTENDANCE AT A CHURCH CONFERENCE TODAY AT 2:00PM  
in the Sanctuary to hold a vote for the Sale of the Sycamore Properties. This meeting will be open only to  
professing members and clergy holding charge conference membership with Decatur First United Methodist 
Church. If you are unsure about your membership, please contact the church office. Due to the required check-in 
process, we ask that you arrive 30 minutes ahead of the meeting. Childcare will be provided.

2. INVEST IN YOUR FAITH. We have a great slate of studies starting over the next few weeks. Go to decaturfirst.
org/small-group-studies for full details and to sign-up. These are the groups starting in two weeks on Sunday, 
September 8.  
A Disciple’s Path is a seven-week study that explores discipleship from a United Methodist perspective, based on 
the ancient practices of the church - prayers, presence, gifts, service, and witness. This study is for anyone interested 
in developing patterns and habits by which hearts and lives are transformed, and it will be especially meaningful 
to parents of youth and confirmands who may be facing adult-sized questions about faith from their kids. You can 
expect dynamic discussions and diverse perspectives in this group, co-facilitated by Dave Diamond (retired United 
Methodist Minister who worships in the 11am service) and Madeline Mulkey (young adult, former National Park 
Chaplain, who worships at the 9:45am service). MEETS SEPT 8 - OCT 20, FROM 6:15-7:45PM AT DFUMC  
The Rewritten Life is a six-session study for women. Abraham, Sarah, Jacob, Naomi, Daniel, and many others are 
all testaments to the transformational power of God. Their stories were rewritten, giving them new names and 
identities in line with God’s call for their lives. And the same can happen to you. Facilitator, Stacy Hall, is a long-time 
DFUMC member and the mom of two youth. She’s fun, authentic, and down to earth. You can expect deep  
discussions in a laid-back environment. MEETS SEPT 8 - OCT 20 (EXCL 10/6) FROM 5:00-6:00PM AT DFUMC  
Making Sense of the Bible: Rediscovering the Power of Scripture Today is an accessible overview of the Bible from 
a Wesleyan/Methodist perspective. If you’re curious about the role of scripture in faith, or how to use it to know God, 
this is the study for you. Facilitator Becky Vaughan is a young adult who grew up at Decatur First. Expect to dig 
deeper in a judgement-free zone with some tasty food options if you arrive hungry. MEETS SEPT 8 - NOV 3  
(EXCL 9/29, 10/13) FROM 2:00-3:30PM AT THINKING MAN TAVERN IN DECATUR  

3. CARING FOR AGING ADULTS. Join Larry Minnix, former CEO of Wesley Woods, and retired UMC clergy, for this 
engaging four-part series. SESSION TWO (Wednesday, August 28 • 6-7pm) Barriers that Make Successful Aging 
Difficult Register online: decaturfirst.org/hallowed-ground

4. CAFÉ DECATUR. Fellowship and delicious food available every Wednesday from 5:00-6:30pm in the  
Fellowship Hall. AUGUST 28: bourbon street chicken with red beans and rice, fried okra, rolls, dessert 
chicken fingers and mac ‘n cheese available for kids. For more info, visit decaturfirst.org/cafe-decatur.

5. THE CREATION CARE TEAM will host a discussion and book signing with John Lanier, Executive Director of the  
Ray C. Anderson Foundation, and author of Mid-Course Correction: Revisited Thursday, August 29 at 7pm in the Chapel.

OTHER NEWS
EVERYONE HAS A STORY. LET US HELP YOU TELL YOURS. The Write Connection writing class runs Wednesday, 
September 11- November 6 (excl 10/30). This group is open to all levels of writing experience. We will use Natalie 
Goldberg’s book, Old Friend From Far Away to explore creative ways to tell your story. FACILITATORS: Rev. Allison 

Rhodes, Rhoda Joyner and Ruth Zehfuss. For more info or to reserve your place, email allison3rhodes@gmail.com.

REGISTER YOUR CHILD FOR SUNDAY SCHOOL at decaturfirst.org/kids-church-form.

THE CHURCH OFFICE IS CLOSED ON FRIDAYS IN AUGUST. The pastors and staff look forward to seeing you 
Monday-Thursday between 9am and 4pm.

WORSHIP IN SONG

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

PASSING OF THE PEACE

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER Rev. Dalton Rushing

SONG

SCRIPTURE READING

ISAIAH 55:1-2 - NEW REVISED STANDARD VERSION (NRSV) 
An Invitation to Abundant Life Ho, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; and you that have 
no money, come, buy and eat! Come, buy wine and milk without money and without price. Why do 
you spend your money for that which is not bread, and your labor for that which does not satisfy? 
Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good, and delight yourselves in rich food. 

JOHN 4:7-15 NEW REVISED STANDARD VERSION (NRSV) 
A Samaritan woman came to draw water, and Jesus said to her, “Give me a drink.” (His disciples had 
gone to the city to buy food.) The Samaritan woman said to him, “How is it that you, a Jew, ask a 
drink of me, a woman of Samaria?” (Jews do not share things in common with Samaritans.)[a] Jesus 
answered her, “If you knew the gift of God, and who it is that is saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,’ you 
would have asked him, and he would have given you living water.” The woman said to him, “Sir, you 
have no bucket, and the well is deep. Where do you get that living water? Are you greater than our 
ancestor Jacob, who gave us the well, and with his sons and his flocks drank from it?” Jesus said to 
her, “Everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty again, but those who drink of the water that I 
will give them will never be thirsty. The water that I will give will become in them a spring of water 
gushing up to eternal life.” The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water, so that I may never be 
thirsty or have to keep coming here to draw water.”

LEADER: The Word of God for the people of God. 
PEOPLE: Thanks be to God.

SERMON Living Water Rev. Joya Abrams

GIVING

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO GIVE ELECTRONICALLY, ONE TIME GIFTS are simple to set up using a debit 

or credit card or from a bank account. RECURRING GIFTS can be set up on a schedule that works for 

you, with flexibility to track and manage your giving. MOBILE text DECATUR + amount to 73256  

ONLINE decaturfirst.org/give-online

CLOSING SONG

BENEDICTION


