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OTHER NEWS
• BIRTHDAY CARD BRIGADE: Wednesday, September 26 at 

6:30pm after Café Decatur in Fellowship Hall AND Thursday,  
September 27 at 12:30pm in Room 207.

• GODLY PLAY DEMO (FOR ADULTS) WEDNESDAY, SEPT 26  
Join us for a session at 6:30pm in room 110 to see what happens in 
a Godly Play session and explore the theology behind this unique 
approach to children's spiritual formation. RSVP to Robin Harp: 
rharp@decaturfirst.org - nursery available for kids up to age 5

• TRAIL MIX (4TH & 5TH GRADE) OUTING: Friday, September 28 
we'll bowl at Comet Lanes (Suburban Plaza). Drop off at 5:45pm; 
pick up at 8pm. $20 includes bowling, shoe rental and dinner. If 
cost is an issue, please let us know. Chaperones welcome. RSVP 
by Wednesday, September 26: rharp@decaturfirst.org

• FALL INTO SKATE NIGHT Friday, September 28 from 7-9pm in 
the gym. Lights out skate starts at 8pm, bring a glow stick and 
a friend! We will have our new parent hospitality parlor in full 
swing. All cash donations collected will go to Hagar’s House, a 
shelter for homeless families.

• THE ANONYMOUS PEOPLE MOVIE Sunday, SEPT 30 from 4:00-
5:30pm here at DFUMC. In the media we hear about those who 
battle with addiction, but when do we hear about those who are in 
recovery? Panel discussion with local resources after. FREE event; 
registration requested: decaturfirst.org/movie

FOR MORE INFORMATION
REV. DALTON RUSHING, SENIOR PASTOR 
drushing@decaturfirst.org

REV. JOYA ABRAMS, ASSOCIATE PASTOR 
jabrams@decaturfirst.org

JOHN COWDEN, MUSIC 
jcowden@decaturfirst.org

ROBIN HARP, CHILDREN 
rharp@decaturfirst.org

TAYLOR KAISER, YOUTH 
tkaiser@decaturfirst.org

For more information, visit our website decaturfirst.org or 
sign-up for our email list: decaturfirst.org/email-sign-up

CONTRIBUTIONS & ATTENDANCE

SEPTEMBER 16, 2018 8:45AM 11:00AM 11:15AM

ATTENDANCE 64 230 66

TOTAL CONTRIBUTIONS $24,223

YTD CONTRIBUTIONS $934,969

1. ROBIN HARP RECEPTION | SEPTEMBER 30 | 12:15-1:00PM 
After four years of serving as Director of Children’s Ministries for our 
church, Robin Harp has decided to pursue other opportunities. Her 
last day with Decatur First is Sunday, September 30. We are grateful 
for her service and leadership. Please join us to honor Robin on 
Sunday, September 30, from 12:15-1:00pm in the Fellowship Hall. 
We will have desserts, ice tea and lemonade. Members and friends 
are invited to bring notes of love and thanks to share with Robin.

2. WEDNESDAY STUDY | 6-7PM | SEPT 26-OCT 24 AT DFUMC 
LED BY REV. JOYA ABRAMS: Learn how to make sense of the 
Bible using the book and videos by Adam Hamilton. Purchasing the 
book, Making Sense of the Bible, is encouraged. Denominations from 
evangelical to mainline continue to experience deep divisions over 
universal social issues. The underlying debate isn't about a particu-
lar social issue, but instead is about how we understand the nature 
of scripture and how we should interpret it. In approachable and 
inviting language, Hamilton addresses often misunderstood biblical 
themes, leading readers to a deeper appreciation of the Bible so 
we might hear God speak through it and find its words to be both 
life-changing and life-giving.

3. FINANCIAL PEACE | WEDNESDAYS | 6:30-8:30PM 
OCT 3, 10, 17, 24 NOV 7, 14, 28 DEC 5, 12 (no class OCT 31,  
NOV 21) Financial Peace University (FPU) by Dave Ramsey teach-
es how to handle money through common-sense principles and 
small group accountability. For more info, visit decaturfirst.org/
financial-peace or email Marc and Cherry Morgan:  
cherry.morgan@att.net

4. CREATIVE MOVEMENT CLASS for children age 3-5 will be 
offered Mondays from 5:30-6:00pm beginning September 24 for 
6 weeks. Class offered at no cost. For more information or to 
register email Dana Marton: iaamdanalm@live.com

5. CHURCH COMMUNICATIONS: If you do not use email and 
would like to receive the weekly announcements and Dalton's 
Tuesday Thoughts by postal mail, please contact Janice Yates in 
the church office at 404-378-4541, or make a note on the worship 
attendance pad that includes your mailing address.

Top5
THINGS TO KNOW THIS WEEK

CAFÉ DECATUR | WEDNESDAYS | 5:00-6:30PM 
FELLOWSHIP HALL | COST: $6/person 

SEPTEMBER 26 MENU  
ADULTS: spaghetti with grilled chicken, salad, garlic bread, cobbler 

KIDS: chicken fingers, salad, garlic bread, cobbler



ORDER OF WORSHIP

GATHERING

PRELUDE  Neil Thompson 
 My Shepherd Will Supply My Need | R. Hebble

WELCOME AND THE  Rev. Patrick Faulhaber 
RITUAL OF FELLOWSHIP

During the announcements all children are invited to meet in 
the back of the sanctuary to lead a simple procession and call 
to worship. They will return to their seats shortly after. After the 
Children's Moment, children are invited to meet Ms. Robin at the 
front of the sanctuary (to the right of the pulpit) if they would 
like to participate in a “reflection time” in room 211 during the 
sermon. Children will return to sit with their families during the 
hymn following the sermon.

INTROIT  Forward Through the Ages | A. Sullivan Chancel Choir

Forward through the ages, in unbroken line, move the faithful 
spirits at the call divine; gifts in differing measure, hearts of one 
accord, manifold the service, one the sure reward. Not alone  
we conquer, not alone we fall; in each loss or triumph lose or  
triumph all. Bound by God’s far purpose in one living whole, 
move we on together to the shining goal.

*CALL TO WORSHIP  The Children

CHILDREN: The Lord be with you 
PEOPLE: And also with you 
CHILDREN: All you who stand in the Lord's house 
PEOPLE: Sing praises to God's name because it is beautiful!

*HYMN NO. 553 (stanzas 1-4)  And Are We Yet Alive

PASTORAL PRAYER  Rev. Patrick Faulhaber

THE LORD'S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name. 
Thy Kingdom come,  
thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
and the glory, forever. Amen.

HEARING THE WORD

ANTHEM  Chancel Choir 
 Draw Us In the Spirit's Tether | H.W. Friedell

Draw us in the Spirit’s tether, for when humbly, in thy name, 
two or three are met together, thou art in the midst of them. 
Alleluia! Touch we now thy garment’s hem. As the brethren used 
to gather in the name of Christ to sup, then with thanks to God 
the Father break the bread and bless the cup, Alleluia, so knit 
thou our friendship up. All our meals and all our living make as 
sacraments of thee, that by caring, helping, giving, we may true 
disciples be. Alleluia. We will serve thee faithfully. 

SCRIPTURE  Romans 14:13-19 Chris Opstad

Let us therefore no longer pass judgement on one another, but 
resolve instead never to put a stumbling-block or hindrance in 
the way of another. I know and am persuaded in the Lord Jesus 
that nothing is unclean in itself; but it is unclean for anyone 
who thinks it unclean. If your brother or sister is being injured 
by what you eat, you are no longer walking in love. Do not let 
what you eat cause the ruin of one for whom Christ died. So do 
not let your good be spoken of as evil. For the kingdom of God 
is not food and drink but righteousness and peace and joy in 
the Holy Spirit. The one who thus serves Christ is acceptable to 
God and has human approval. Let us then pursue what makes 
for peace and for mutual edification.

LEADER: The Word of God for the people of God. 
PEOPLE: Thanks be to God.

CHILDREN'S MOMENT  Rev. Patrick Faulhaber

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE

Jesu, Jesu, fill us with your love, 
show us how to serve 
the neighbors we have from you.

SERMON          The One I Disagree With Rev. Patrick Faulhaber

RESPONDING TO THE WORD

*HYMN NO. 437  This Is My Song

*OFFERTORY PRAYER  Michele Wright

God of all people, you have generously given great gifts 
of love and time, money and ability.  We return to you the 
work of our hands and our hearts and our lives.  Use them 
and multiply them so that our neighbors will know your 
love. Amen.

OFFERING    Carillon Ringers 
 My Shepherd, the King of Love | J. Evanovich

*DOXOLOGY NO. 95  Old 100th Alt 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God, all creatures here below; 
Praise God above, ye heavenly host;  
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  Michele Wright

The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth; 
And in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord; 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, dead, and buried; 
the third day he rose from the dead; 
he ascended into heaven, 
and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen.

GOING OUT TO SERVE

*HYMN NO. 557  Blest Be the Tie that Binds

*BENEDICTION  Rev. Patrick Faulhaber

*GREETING

POSTLUDE Give Thanks | H. Smith Neil Thompson

*Please stand as you are able.

WELCOME TO DECATUR FIRST
No matter who you are, where you have been, or  

what you have done, you are loved and welcome here.

PARKING INFORMATION 
Parking can be a bit tricky in downtown Decatur, but don’t worry, 
churchgoers can park at the Wells Fargo Deck right across the street for 
free during Sunday morning services. Save your parking stub and ask 
for a parking voucher from a greeter or usher.

CALL THE PASTOR ON CALL 
If you need to reach the pastors for a pastoral emergency such as a 
death in the family or hospitalization and the church office is closed, 
call (678) 661-9425.

NURSERY SERVICES 
Children of all ages are welcome in worship. Nursery services open at 
8:30am on the 1st floor of the main church building for infants up to 
age 4. Children ages 2 and older may participate in age appropriate 
Sunday School lessons at 9:45am. Infants through pre-K may remain 
on the 1st floor until 12:15pm.

RESTROOMS 
Restrooms are located down the steps behind the sanctuary or in 
front of the sanctuary in the main hallway. A family bathroom, with a 
changing table, is located on that hallway, as well.

NOTES
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OTHER NEWS
• CALLING ALL ACOLYTES: Training offered at 9:45am today. All 

4th and 5th graders who attend Sunday School that morning (in 
Gym Room-3) will participate in the training and may then decide 
if they would like to be placed on the worship schedule. For more 
info, email Avra Gilleland: avrawg@gmail.com

• BIRTHDAY CARD BRIGADE: Wednesday, September 26 at 
6:30pm after Café Decatur in Fellowship Hall AND Thursday,  
September 27 at 12:30pm in Room 207.

• GODLY PLAY DEMO (FOR ADULTS) WEDNESDAY, SEPT 26  
Join us for a session at 6:30pm in room 110 to see what happens in 
a Godly Play session and explore the theology behind this unique 
approach to children's spiritual formation. RSVP to Robin Harp: 
rharp@decaturfirst.org - nursery available for kids up to age 5

• TRAIL MIX (4TH & 5TH GRADE) OUTING: Friday, September 28 
we'll bowl at Comet Lanes (Suburban Plaza). Drop off at 5:45pm; 
pick up at 8pm. $20 includes bowling, shoe rental and dinner. If 
cost is an issue, please let us know. Chaperones welcome. RSVP 
by Wednesday, September 26: rharp@decaturfirst.org

• FALL INTO SKATE NIGHT Friday, September 28 from 7-9pm in 
the gym. Lights out skate starts at 8pm, bring a glow stick and 
a friend! We will have our new parent hospitality parlor in full 
swing. All cash donations collected will go to Hagar’s House, a 
shelter for homeless families.

• THE ANONYMOUS PEOPLE MOVIE Sunday, SEPT 30 from 4:00-
5:30pm here at DFUMC. In the media we hear about those who 
battle with addiction, but when do we hear about those who are in 
recovery? Panel discussion with local resources after. FREE event; 
registration requested: decaturfirst.org/movie

FOR MORE INFORMATION
REV. DALTON RUSHING, SENIOR PASTOR 
drushing@decaturfirst.org

REV. JOYA ABRAMS, ASSOCIATE PASTOR 
jabrams@decaturfirst.org

JOHN COWDEN, MUSIC 
jcowden@decaturfirst.org

ROBIN HARP, CHILDREN 
rharp@decaturfirst.org

TAYLOR KAISER, YOUTH 
tkaiser@decaturfirst.org

For more information, visit our website decaturfirst.org or 
sign-up for our email list: decaturfirst.org/email-sign-up

CONTRIBUTIONS & ATTENDANCE

SEPTEMBER 16, 2018 8:45AM 11:00AM 11:15AM

ATTENDANCE 64 230 66

TOTAL CONTRIBUTIONS $24,223

YTD CONTRIBUTIONS $934,969

1. ROBIN HARP RECEPTION | SEPTEMBER 30 | 12:15-1:00PM 
After four years of serving as Director of Children’s Ministries for our 
church, Robin Harp has decided to pursue other opportunities. Her 
last day with Decatur First is Sunday, September 30. We are grateful 
for her service and leadership. Please join us to honor Robin on 
Sunday, September 30, from 12:15-1:00pm in the Fellowship Hall. 
We will have desserts, ice tea and lemonade. Members and friends 
are invited to bring notes of love and thanks to share with Robin.

2. WEDNESDAY STUDY | 6-7PM | SEPT 26-OCT 24 AT DFUMC 
LED BY REV. JOYA ABRAMS: Learn how to make sense of the 
Bible using the book and videos by Adam Hamilton. Purchasing the 
book, Making Sense of the Bible, is encouraged. Denominations from 
evangelical to mainline continue to experience deep divisions over 
universal social issues. The underlying debate isn't about a particu-
lar social issue, but instead is about how we understand the nature 
of scripture and how we should interpret it. In approachable and 
inviting language, Hamilton addresses often misunderstood biblical 
themes, leading readers to a deeper appreciation of the Bible so 
we might hear God speak through it and find its words to be both 
life-changing and life-giving.

3. FINANCIAL PEACE | WEDNESDAYS | 6:30-8:30PM 
OCT 3, 10, 17, 24 NOV 7, 14, 28 DEC 5, 12 (no class OCT 31,  
NOV 21) Financial Peace University (FPU) by Dave Ramsey teach-
es how to handle money through common-sense principles and 
small group accountability. For more info, visit decaturfirst.org/
financial-peace or email Marc and Cherry Morgan:  
cherry.morgan@att.net

4. CREATIVE MOVEMENT CLASS for children age 3-5 will be 
offered Mondays from 5:30-6:00pm beginning September 24 for 
6 weeks. Class offered at no cost. For more information or to 
register email Dana Marton: iaamdanalm@live.com

5. CHURCH COMMUNICATIONS: If you do not use email and 
would like to receive the weekly announcements and Dalton's 
Tuesday Thoughts by postal mail, please contact Janice Yates in 
the church office at 404-378-4541, or make a note on the worship 
attendance pad that includes your mailing address.

Top5
THINGS TO KNOW THIS WEEK

CAFÉ DECATUR | WEDNESDAYS | 5:00-6:30PM 
FELLOWSHIP HALL | COST: $6/person 

SEPTEMBER 26 MENU  
ADULTS: spaghetti with grilled chicken, salad, garlic bread, cobbler 

KIDS: chicken fingers, salad, garlic bread, cobbler



ORDER OF WORSHIP

GATHERING

WELCOME AND THE   Rev. Patrick Faulhaber 
RITUAL OF FELLOWSHIP

PRELUDE  Neil Thompson 
 My Shepherd Will Supply My Need | R. Hebble

*CALL TO WORSHIP  John Cowden

LEADER: As neighbors we sing of peace and of light 
PEOPLE: for ourselves and for all, a dawn to our night. 
LEADER: Let us all sing with one heart and one voice 
PEOPLE: the Song of the Singer in whom we rejoice.

*HYMN NO. 553 (stanzas 1-4)  And Are We Yet Alive

PRAYERS  Rev. Joya Abrams

HEARING THE WORD

SCRIPTURE  Romans 14:13-19 Anne Evans

Let us therefore no longer pass judgement on one another, but 
resolve instead never to put a stumbling-block or hindrance in 
the way of another. I know and am persuaded in the Lord Jesus 
that nothing is unclean in itself; but it is unclean for anyone 
who thinks it unclean. If your brother or sister is being injured 
by what you eat, you are no longer walking in love. Do not let 
what you eat cause the ruin of one for whom Christ died. So do 
not let your good be spoken of as evil. For the kingdom of God 
is not food and drink but righteousness and peace and joy in 
the Holy Spirit. The one who thus serves Christ is acceptable to 
God and has human approval. Let us then pursue what makes 
for peace and for mutual edification.

LEADER: The Word of God for the people of God. 
PEOPLE: Thanks be to God.

SERMON          The One I Disagree With Rev. Patrick Faulhaber

RESPONDING TO THE WORD

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE

Jesu, Jesu, fill us with your love, 
show us how to serve 
the neighbors we have from you.

*OFFERTORY PRAYER  Rev. Joya Abrams

God of all people, you have generously given great gifts of 
love and time, money and ability. We return to you the work of 
our hands and our hearts and our lives. Use them and multiply 
them so that our neighbors will know your love. Amen.

OFFERING  Carillon Ringers 
 My Shepherd, the King of Love | J. Evanovich

*DOXOLOGY NO. 95  Old 100th Alt 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God, all creatures here below; 
Praise God above, ye heavenly host;  
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  Rev. Joya Abrams

The Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth; 
And in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord; 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, dead, and buried; 
the third day he rose from the dead; 
he ascended into heaven, 
and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting.  
Amen.

*HYMN NO. 437                 This Is My Song

CONFESSION & PARDON  Rev. Joya Abrams

PEOPLE: Holy God, we come before You in humility, 
For we do not live as we ought. We do not love You  
with our whole heart and mind and strength. 
We do not love our neighbor as ourselves. So we pray, in 
all humility, that You will change our hearts and minds, 
That You will show us again how to love others the way 
You love us, that You will put power and courage in our 
hearts to do your will. This we pray in Jesus’ name  
and for His sake. Amen.

LEADER: Friends, let us hear the Good News: In God we are 
loved. In Christ we are forgiven. In the Spirit we are empowered 
to begin anew. Alleluia, Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

The pastor continues ... 

And so, with your people on earth and all the company in heaven 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven  
and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
The pastor continues ... 

And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus 
Christ, we offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving 
        as a holy and living sacrifice, 
        in union with Christ’s offering for us, 
as we proclaim the mystery of the faith.

Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again.

The pastor continues ... 

All honor and glory is yours, almighty God, now and forever. 
Amen.

THE LORD'S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name. 
Thy Kingdom come,  
thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
and the glory, forever. Amen.

SHARING OF THE BREAD AND CUP

Communion is open to everyone, no exceptions. All communion 
bread is gluten, egg, and dairy free. Communion Servers:  

Rev. Dalton Rushing, Rev. Joya Abrams, Lisa and Rick Gillig

PRAYER AFTER RECEIVING
Eternal God, we give you thanks for this holy mystery in 
which you have given yourself to us. Grant that we may go 
into the world in the strength of your spirit to give ourselves 
for others. In the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen.

GOING OUT TO SERVE

*HYMN NO. 557  Blest Be the Tie that Binds

*BENEDICTION  Rev. Patrick Faulhaber

*GREETING

POSTLUDE Give Thanks | H. Smith Neil Thompson

*Please stand as you are able.

WELCOME TO DECATUR FIRST
No matter who you are, where you have been, or  

what you have done, you are loved and welcome here.

PARKING INFORMATION 
Parking can be a bit tricky in downtown Decatur, but don’t worry, 
churchgoers can park at the Wells Fargo Deck right across the street for 
free during Sunday morning services. Save your parking stub and ask 
for a parking voucher from a greeter or usher.

CALL THE PASTOR ON CALL 
If you need to reach the pastors for a pastoral emergency such as a 
death in the family or hospitalization and the church office is closed, 
call (678) 661-9425.

NURSERY SERVICES 
Children of all ages are welcome in worship. Nursery services open at 
8:30am on the 1st floor of the main church building for infants up to 
age 4. Children ages 2 and older may participate in age appropriate 
Sunday School lessons at 9:45am. Infants through pre-K may remain 
on the 1st floor until 12:15pm.

RESTROOMS 
Restrooms are located down the steps behind the sanctuary or in 
front of the sanctuary in the main hallway. A family bathroom, with a 
changing table, is located on that hallway, as well.

NOTES


